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Methodiste t o Observe 1 0 0 t h Anniversary 
1830-1930 

O r i g i n a l So. Walpole Meeting House B u i l t i n I83O S t i l l Standing. 
During the week, beginning Sunday,October 5» tha South Walpola 

Mathodiat Epiacopal Church w i l l obaarva R a l l y Day, and tha 100th 
anniveraary of tha b u i l d i n g o f tha f i r a t Meeting Houaa, which i s 
a t i l l atandlng, at tha r e a r o f tha H.A.Whiting reaidence. 
Thia Meeting Houaa waa erected i n 1830, under tha p a s t o r a l oharga 
of tha Rav. Francis Dana, on land which waa ganaroualy donated by 
S i l a s Smith, tha s i t e o f tha present parsonage. Tha work of tha 
b u i l d i n g commenced. Father John Smith gave tha standing timbe r , At 
an appointed HM day the gentleman gathered f o r tha work. Tha f i r a t 
t r e e was cut by Francis Dana and S i l a a Smith, and before n i g h t , a 
s u f f i c i e n t amount of timber waa provided f o r t h e i r house o f worship. 
I n t h i s way, tha e x t e r i o r was completed apaadily, and tha f i n i s h i n g 
of tha House committed t o Bro. A l l a n and Son o f M a n s f i e l d . I n due 
time tha Houaa was completed, paws s o l d t o cover a l l axpansaa, and 
dedicated t o tha worship of God by Rav. Lewis 3atea." 
At f i r s t , various members volunteered t h e i r s e r v i c e s , g r a t u i t o u s l y 
t o care f o r the b u i l d i n g , but a f t e r a ti m e , tha work waa turned over 
t o tha lowest bidder. On A p r i l 1 2 , 1 8 4 1 , tha f o l l o w i n g a c t i o n was taken: 
"Voted t o l e t out tha care o f tha Meeting House, i n c l u d i n g care of 
f i r e and lamps, p r o v i d i n g wood and o i l , sweeping tha House once i n 
two waaka, and washing thoroughly d u r i n g tha f i r a t or second weak i n 
June, be l e t out t o tha lowaat bidder, and was b i d o f f by Joseph E. 
Pond f o r f6.00." 
I n those days, tha o r g a n i z a t i o n was known as tha Walpola and Foxborough 
Methodist Society, and many i n t e r e s t i n g items may be read i n tha o l d 
records. 
Tha pastor i n 1833» received i n a l l , aa sa l a r y $11*0.13f f o r hia year's 
l a b o r . Small as t h i a sum was, however, ha found i t mora than enough 
f o r h i s axpanaas, house r a n t i n c l u d e d , and ha had a f a m i l y o f f i v e . 
Tha great r e v i v a l occurred e a r l y i n I83I4., and aa a r e s u l t , tha church 
memberahip was mora than doubled. During one of tha sa r v l o a s , a drunken 
man i n s t i g a t e d by o t h e r s , t r i a d t o r a i s e a disturbance. 
A s t r i c t regard f o r plainness of dress c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h i a s o c i e t y , i n 
common w i t h our denomination, i n i t s e a r l i e r h i s t o r y . On one occasion, 
a member ///////// tha f a t a l bowa t o her bonnet, and on t h a t account 

attached 
was denied admittance t o tha l o v a - f a a s t . She /////// s u b s t i t u t e d har 
pockat-handkarchiaf f o r har bonnet, however, and thua gained admittance. 
Under data o f A p r i l 2, 1939, tha Q u a r t e r l y Conference adopted tha f o l -

"Whereaa Methodism i n o r i g i n waa i d e n t i f i e d w i t h tha moat deadly 
o p p o s i t i o n t o s l a v e r y . 

And whereas, our D l c i p l i n e has olaasad s l a v e / / h o l d i n g among 
other m o r a l i t i a a , 

And whereas, our venerable founder openly denounced tha s p i r i t 
and p r a c t i c e o f s l a v e r y aa s i n , t h e r e f o r e , 

Resolved, That a large p o r t i o n o f tha Methodist Churoh, i n con-
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n i v i n g at tha s i n o f s l a v * - h o l d i n g , has been g u i l t y of a baas d e r e l ­
i c t i o n o f duty, and a manifest i n n o v a t i o n , upon p r i m i t i v e Methodism. 

Resolved. I t becomes our duty aa C h r i s t i a n s , and e s p e c i a l l y as 
Wesleyan Methodiats, t o l a b o r by a l l moral meana, f o r the e x t e r p a t i o n 
o f t h i a c r y i n g e v i l . 

Reftolved. I n the o p i n i o n o f t h i a Q u a r t e r l y Meeting Conference, the 
use of i n t o x i c a t i n g d r i n k s aa a beverage, i s c o n t r a r y t o the D i s c i p l i n e 
of our Church." 

The Meeting House waa used f o r s i x t e e n years, u n t i l the new church was 
b u i l t i n 1 8 4 6 . L a t e r , i t waa moved a sh o r t diatanca, t o i t s present 
l o c a t i o n , and i n 1857* the parsonage waa erected on the former s i t e . 
The doors, which ere the o r i g i n a l onea, of the o l d Keating House, are 
of great i n t e r e s t , as tha upper panels of each door form a p e r f e c t 
cross, an example of old-time a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
I n the years t h a t have f o l l o w e d , tha present church b u i l d i n g haa bean 
renovated and r e p a i r e d several times, and i n 1915* the Community House 
wee b u i l t . On May 1 , 1 8 7 6 * the clock was i n s t a l l e d . There were two hun­
dred subscribera f o r t h i s improvement, only one of whom i s now l i v i n g , 
Mb. Charlea 8 . Richards o f Walpola. The pipe-organ was purchased i n 192! 
I n 1 9 1 9 , the 1 0 0 t h anniversary o f the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the church was 
observed, w i t h an appropriate c e l e b r a t i o n . 
I n the long h i s t o r y o f the church, f i f t y - s e v e n pastors have served the 
community, f a i t h f u l l y , and w e l l . Of these, one haa been el e c t e d t o the 
Episcopacy—Bishop L . J . 3 i r n e y o f China. 
Rev. W i l l i a m F. Koonaen assumed the paatorate of t h i a church l a s t 
A p r i l . Since then, new cement steps have bean erected acroaa tha f r o n t 
of the church, end minor r e p a i r s made, at the paraonage. Through tha 
g e n e r o s i t y of one of the t r u s t e e s , the pipe-organ nas r e c e n t l y been 
r e p a i r e d and tuned. 
The present truetees ere Harold 0 . Young, Harry A. W h i t i n g , Reuben J . 
Whitcomb, E.J.Boyden, W.S.Mann end C.P.Shufelt. 

the end. 
(copied from the a r t i c l e appearing i n the Walpole Times o f O c t .3 , 1 9 3 0 . 
i n tha Walpole H i s t o r i c a l Society.) 



FIRST FDIFICE CREATED IN 1830 BY METHODISTS 

Daring the week, beginning tomorrow, the South Walpole Methodist 
Epi s c o p a l Church w i l l observe R a l l y Day, and the 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
of the f i r s t church e d i f i c e , which i s s t i l l standing a t the r e a r of 
the regldence of Harry A. Whiting. 

Methodism was introduced i n t o South Walpole by Rev. Benjamin 
Haines i n 1818. Meetings were conducted i n the p r i v a t e residence of 
E l i p h l e t Smith. In 1819 a ' ^ t h o d i s t c l a s s was formed by Rev. I s a a c 
Jennison of Mansfield. In 1822 a church w-s organized. 

The f i r s t meeting house was -rected i n 1830 under the p a s t o r a l 
charge of the Rev. F r a n c i s Dane on the s i t e of the present parsonage, 
"generously donated by S i l a s Smith." F r . John Smith gave the standing 
timber and a t an appointed day the men gathered and F r a n c i s Dane and 
°ilas Smith cut the f i r s t t r e e . Before n i g h t , s u f f i c i e n t timber was 
provided f o r t h e i r house of worship. The pastor r e c e i v e d i n 1833 a 
s a l a r y of $140.13, which he found s u f f i c i e n t f o r h i s family of f i v e , 
i n c l u d i n g house r e n t . 

The s^onnd and present church b u i l d i n g was erected i n 1846, under 
the pastor-ge of Rev. " . L. inslow, end was dedicated by Re». Charles 
Adams, D. 1 . at the cost of $3700. The board of t r u s t e e s then i n c l u ­
ded J o s l - h H a l l , S i l " S Smith, Caleb S. E l l i s , Reuben Clapp, J . Boyden, 
A. F i l l s and V. Smith. 

The f i r s t church e d i f i c e was used f o r 16 y e a r s u n t i l the new b u i l d ­
ing was erected i n 1846 and l a t e r i t was moved a short d i s t a n c e to i t s 
present l o c a t i o n , and i n 1 8 5 7 the church parsonage was erected on the 
former s i t e . The doors of the old church a r e the o r i g i n a l ones and 
are of considerable i n t e r e s t , as the upper panels of each door form 
a p e r f e c t c r o s s , an example of old-time a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

In the years that have followed the present church b u i l d i n g has 
been renovat-'d and re p a i r e d s e v e r a l tirn<>s. In 1915 the Community 
House was b u i l t . On May 1, 1 8 7 6 , the clock was i n s t a l l e d i n the s t e e p l e . 

There have been 57 pastors i n the church. Rev. William F . Kooasen 
assumed the pi s t o r e t e l a s t A p r i l . Theppresent board of t r u s t e e s i n c l u d e s 
Harold 0. Young, Harry A. W h i t i n g , Reuben J . Whitcorab, Fiwin J . Boy­
den, Walter S. r,rann and C l i n t o n B. S h u f e l t . 

The program f o r R a l l y Day and the 100th rnnivers-'ry opens on Sun­
day morning when there w i l l be s p e c i a l music. The Sunday school c l a s s e s 
w i l l t&fca p a r t i n the s e r v i c e and s c h o l - r s w i l l be promoted. At 7 p.m. 
the s e r v i c e w i l l be i n ch' r {« o^ the r&ssionary s o c i e t y . The Cueen 
Es t h e r s and Home Guards w i l l s i n g . , fr8 C . B. L o v e l l of Mi t a r t own, 
conference p r e s i d e n t of the Woman's Home Mission-ry Societ y , w i l l 
d e l i v e r the address. 

On Monday evening there w i l l be a s o c i a l time i n the community house 
to which e l l young people are i n v i t e d . 

Tuesday evening a t 7:30 a prayer s e r v i c e w i l l he conducted i n the 
old meeting house i n th« r e a r of H-rry A. Whiting'• residence on Water 
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s t r e e t , e r e c t e d i n 1830. 

Wednesday e v e n i n g a t 6:30 a f r e e p a r i s h s u p p e r i n t h e community 
house f o r e l l a d u l t members of t h e p e r i s h . A f t e r s u p p e r a program 
f o l l o w s , i n c l u d i n g m usic, h i s t o r i c a l s k e t c h o f t h e c h u r c h , and an ad­
d r e s s by Rev. 0. C. Shedd, a f o r m e r p a s t o r . 

On Thurad-y e v e n i n g a t 7' 50 the Boy S c o u t s and Camp F i r e G i r l s 
w i l l p r e s e n t a nrogr-m open to the p u b l i c u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n o f 
Raymond Rav°nscroft, Miss Ruth Brown and Mrs. Marion A. R o s s . 

F r i d a y e v e n i n g t h e r e w i l l be a s o c i a l r a l l y i n t h e community house 
f o r a l l s c h o l a r s o f th° Sunday S c h o o l w i t h t e a c h e r s and o f f i c e r s . 

The L a d i e s Union w i l l c onduct t h e i r monthly meeting on Wednesday 
a f t e r n o o n when Mrs. Reuben J . Whitcomb, Mrs. B i r n i e F. Webb, Mrs. 
W a l l a c e E. T i f f a n y , Mrs. 3. I. k e r r , Mrs. J . H. Guy, and Mrs. W. 
Henry M o r r i s o n w i l l a c t a s h o s t e s s e s and s e r v e on t h e su p p e r committee 
f o r t h e ev°ning. 

Sunday, O c t . 12 w i l l be J o a s h Day, b~sed on t h e b i b l e a c c o u n t o f 
the money r a i s i n g . Dr. A. E l l i o t t , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f t h e Boston 
D i s t r i c t , w i l l d e l i v e r t h e sermon, and t h e r e w i l l be a program o f 
s p e c i a l m u s i c . T h e r e w i l l be a J o a s h c h e s t a t t h i s s e r v i c e and t he 
people a r e a s k e d t o b r i n g i n a s n e c i ' 1 o f f e r i n g f o r t h e c h u r c h r e p a i r 
fund to be p i - ced i n t h f e l o h s s t d u r i n g t h e s e r v i c e . I n t h e e v e n i n g , 
t h e r e w i l l be a r ^ l l y s e r v i c e by t h e Epworth League a t 6 p.-.and a 
temperance r a l l y a t 7 p.m. w i t h a s p e c i a l program and s p e a k e r . 

Mu3ic f o r t h e week w i l l be i n c h a r g e o f Mrs. W« F. Koons°n, w i t h 
Mrs. F . 0. S y l v e s t e r and R o b e r t S a n f o r d , v i o l i n i - s t s , and Mrs. B. E. 
Webb, o r g a n i s t . 



H i s t o r y of tha Methodist-Episcopal Church of Walpole,Msss. 
"A Backward Glance 

(Read at tha Parsonage House Warming) 

I n March 1 9 2 4 , the Walpole Methodist Episcopal Church completed 
i t s f i r s t h a l f - c e n t u r y of axistance. Considering 5>0 years an im­
po r t a n t mile-stone, we thought to pause and look back over the way 
t r a v e l l e d , seeking f o r help i n present need. We could f i n d no O f f i c i a l 
Records. These ernast,pioneer, people had been so absorbed i n pro­
moting C h r i s t and the Church, some other things had been neglected. 

However a few dates are known and some t r a d i t i o n s and memories are 
at hand. S h a l l we then glance over the years,leaving our impressions 
open f o r c r i t i c i s m and c o r r e c t i o n , f r o m those who have more d e f i n i t e 
knowledge. Even i n these days of r a p i d t r a n s i t nothing i s as quick 
as thought. Think,at once,of Walpole i n 1 8 7 3 , w i t h no Methodist Church. 
About one half-dozen f a m i l i e s , t r a i n e d i n ^ethodism i n other towns, 
f i n d each other s e t t l e d i n Walpole., and say:-"Lets hold soma Methodist 
prayer-moetings, i n ourhomes". These meetings were so s p i r i t u a l and so 
w e l l a t t e n d e d , a f t e r a 3 h o r t time,the leaders appealed to the pastor 
of the South Walpole M.E.Church,to a s s i s t them i n s t a r t i n g 3 Society 
of Methodists. 

I n March 1574, t h i s Society was f o r m a l l y organized and named—Walpola 
Methodist-Episcopal Church. We are t o l d t h a t there were te n " f i r s t 
members" of t h i s Church,but only nine can be named,three of these 
(women) known only by t h e i r husband's names-as f o l l o w s : -

Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel 3. Winslow 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Diggs 
Mr. & Mr3. U r i a h Herbert 
/ Colby B a r t l e t t 
Samuel Raymond 
Mary Barnard 

5-mon, 4 woman. 
For about two months the only r e l i g i o u s services held by t h i s new 
Churoh,were,weakly prayer and Class meetings,led by Colby B o r t l e t t , h e l d 
i n homes of members,on Thursday evenings. I n A p r i l 1 8 7 4 , TMe New 
England Conference appointed Rev. A l f r e d Noon pastor of South Walpole 
M.E.Church. A committee from our new Church,called upon Mr.Noon,and, 
p r e v a i l e d upon him t o pre: ch t o them once each Sunday,in a d d i t i o n t o 
h i s work i n South Walpole. A raaetin -place was s e c u r e d — t h e o i l pert 
of the o l d Hoop-skirt Factory,on Main S t r e e t , now ( 1 9 0 5 ) the Mahoney 
Mattress f a c o t o r y , At the close of one year,the attendance has so 
increased, t h r t more aaatin, space- was r e q u i r e d . The main part of tha 
same o l d Fs z was h i r e d and ranaiaad-Methodist M a l i . Then,April 1 8 7 5 , 
a pastor o:' : own was pronounce, a n e c e s s i t y . 

Rev. Joh.-. .cent, a student i n Boston School of Theology supplied 
t h i s demand. . i t here l e t U3 mention t h a t stud ;s from the above 
mentioned sc i,hava been pastors of t h i s Church down a l l i t s 5 0 -
years. Not i s known of t h e m , i n d i v i d u a l l y , b u t wo do know tham as 
a group of L v e , f a i t h f u l , C h r i s t i a n men,earnestly- doing t h i i r best 
f o r C h r i s t and the Church. Methodist H a l l seem. s large audience-
room, at f i r s t , y e t i n a very short time i t was "comfortably f i l l e d , " 
not only at Sunday preaching-services, but,also at Thursday evening 
prayer/ and Class meetings. During the f i r s t year of t h i s 1 s t pastoj 
( i n January 1976) a "Ladies' Sewing Society" was organized; i t s aim be: 
"To a i d the Church i n a l l possible ways;especially i n f i n a n c i a l matter: 
I t s f i r s t o f f i c e r s were -President,Mrs .Nathaniel J.Winslow; v i c e - P r e s i -
dent-Mra. Aaron Hutchinson; Treasurer,Mrs.Nora;.a A. Spear. No Secra-
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t a r y was elected,which may account f o r the s c a r c i t y of records.Perhaps 
one person served as bibth Treasurer and Secretary;we f i n d t h a t to have be 
been t h e i r custom ten years later.No l i s t of names,nonumbor of members, 
are recorded. The name "Ladies Sawing Society" was held f o r ten years, 
changing i n 1996, t o "Ladies Aid Society", t h i s having become the author­
ised t i t l e of a l l s i m i l a r s o c i e t i e s connected w i t h Methodist Churches. 
S o c i a l l i f e developed w i t h the work of t h i 3 Society. The Church grew i n 
membersship and the attendance upon i t s meetings s t e a d i l y increased. 
I n 1881,we hear of Methodist H a l l being "crowded,to i t s doors," f r e ­
q u e n t l y . Also of tho Class meeting having an average attendance of 13. 
Methodist H a l l became d i f f i c u l t t o heat, i n winter.Those c o n d i t i o n s 
caused groat dosiro f o r a Church B u i l d i n g . I n May 1881,a Committee was 
appointed " t o f i n d out how much money can be r a i s e d toward b u i l d i n g a 
Chapel." Also, " t o f i n d a s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n f o r the samo". A year and a 
h a l f l l a t o r , December 1 8 5 2 ,a l o t was purchased,locatod j u s t west of the 
"''own H a l l , s i n c e used as Stona S t r e e t entrance. I n March 1 8 8 5 , work on 
the c e l l a r had begun, when the "Center School-house", on the s i t s now 
occupied by tha Methodist Church-Building, burned t o the ground. An 
o p p o r t u n i t y to exchange the l o t on Main S t r e e t f o r the l o t where the 
School-house had stood, was eagerly accepted,as the c e l l a r and founda­
t i o n had not been destroyed by f i r e , a n d n e a r l y a l l of i t could be used, 
w i t h o u t change,for tho new b u i l d i n g . Work began immediately and pro­
gressed r a p i d l y . A l t h o not e n t i r e l y f i n i s h e d , s e r v i c e s were held i n t h i s 
Church-building i n December, 1 9 8 5 . A debt of 3 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 had been I n ­
c u r r e d . However,one year later,December 4 t h 1336, the Church was f o r m a l l y 
d e d i c a t e d , p r a c t i c a l l y f r e e of debt,the whole $ 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 having been 
pledged. Tow years l a t e r , a l l these pledges had been paid. There-upon 
a l l a c t i v i t i e s i n c r e a s e d ; s p i r i t u a l , s o c i a l , m a t e r i a l . The Vestry was f i n ­
ished. A new cabinet-organ purchased. E l e c t r i c l i g h t s , i n s t a l l e d , 
present seat3 were bought and placed. A l l t h i s r e p r e s e n t i n g p e r s i s t e n t 
energetic work. Ne3r the close of the 1 9 t h Century attendance reached 
a height which seems to hove continued f o r several years. Sunday morn­
in g services the seats w e l l f i l l o d ; e v e n i n g services o f t e n crowded. At 
Sunday School Concerts, a l l seats i n tho small room,also f i l l e d . Such 
(2oncerts,at t h i s Church have always been suc c e s s f u l . I n July 1 9 0 5 s 
memorial window waa placed i n the rear w a l l back of the p u l p i t , g i v i n g 
by Q.W.Bartlett,In honor of his father,Colby B a r t l e t t ono of the f i r s t 
members. This b e a u t i f u l window was a great improvement t o the a u d i t o r i u m 

Our h i s t o r y now roaches tha place whoro I t almost _cases t o be h i s t o r y 
and becomes c u r r e n t events. Most of us remember t t a u i l d i n g of the 
Pastor's study I n 1916/ and the f i t t i n g up o f tho k i t c h e n i n the v e s t r y . 
(The pastor's study was b u i l t i n the towner of the church) When not i n 
use as tho pastor's study t h a t room i s now used ss a Sunday School class 
room and boy*s club room. I n 192° s h i n g l i n g and p a i n t i n g were done, 
improving the outward appearance of the b u i l d i n g . To improve the i n s i d e 
as w e l l , t h e w a l l s were completely redecorated, new l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s 

were i n s t a l l e d , a n d a new furnace replaced the o l d 
one. These events,with the ever-changing round of pastors brings us 
to our own year 1 9 2 4 , and the beginning of a new h a l f century. I n t h i s y 
year two of the longest f e l t needs of the Church have been r e a l i z e d — 
t h a t of a parsonage and a pipe organ.Both these purchases were made 
w i t h i n a s i n g l e month. We f e e l t h a t we have s t a r t e d courageously upon 
t h i s new era of our Church h i s t o r y , w i t h a f a i t h t h a t must accomplish om 
i d e a l s . We welcome you. t o the parsonage and extend t o you an i n v i t e t i o i 
t o come often.We add to t h a t a hearty i n v i t a t i o n t come t o the Church 
t o see,and most important t o hear,our new organ. f i n i s 





R e v o l u t i o n a r y War S o l d i e r s Buried i n 
Terrace H i l l Cemetery* Mouth Walpole 

1 - L t . W i l l i e m 3acc 
2- Jacob Boyden 
3 - I a b o z Boyden 
4 - Joro/niah Boy dsn 
5 - Jonathan Boyden 
6 - Joshua Boyden 
I •Hathan!el Bradahaw 
9 - Jonathan C a r r o l l 
10 -Sergt.Joaaph C a r r o l l * 
1 1 - H l i p h a l e t Clap 
1 2 - Eliphaz Clap 
13- Josaph E l l i a 

14-Corp. Abeather Fales 
1 5 - Moses FSles 
1 6 - Josiah H e l l 
1 7 - W i l l i a r a H a l l 
1 0 - Benjamin Mann 
1 9 - Jabez Harm 
20- Corp. Joseph Harm 
21-Theodore Mann' 
22- Capt. Timothy liasn 

23-Asa Paga 
24- Charles Page 
25- Corp. Joseph Page 
26- LIbass Pago 
2?~?homva Pegs 
28-Asa Plimpton 

• 2 9 - E l i j a h Plimpton 
3 0 - Asa Smith 
3 1 - Capt, Jsremlah Smith 
3 2 - Jer©is.iah Smith,Jr. 
3 3 - Jomeo Smith 
3U-John Smith 

-35-Ga-p*. John Smith,Jr. 
3 6-Oliver Smith 

Jr, 

C i v i l War S o l d i e r s b u r i e d i n 
Terrace H i l l Cemetery— \ 9 i s U-Jr 

l-4m Fob.26,1863 

2-Hev. A l f r e d C. Godfrey 
3 - Rev. W. R. Goldsmith <*>T 
4 -Dr. J. Wesley Boyden " " 
5 - James 0 . Boyden • r.-.>.• r> cNi n>Ti*\txr, 
6 - B l b r i d g e P . Boyden 
7 - C. Edward Lelend 
8 - Joseph 0 , Stearns 
9-I*ewia H a l l 

1 0 - Ansel L. W i l l i s 
1 1 - Charles A• Gay 
1 2 - John 2 . Ogden 
1 3 - H. Smith 
14- 1. con Ida 3 H a l l • 
1 5 - Charles Smith 
1 6 - John Smith 

K o t o — G i l b e r t W.W.Bent--physicisn, 
born i n Southampton* son o f G i l b e r t R. 
end Mary C. (Grant) Bent* aged 2 8 * 
married Miss Mary Rebecca Stetson, aged ; 
daughter oP Aaron 2 . & Sarah A.(llayden) 
S t etson. Dr. Bent and hia w i f e were bot! 
r e s i d e n t s o f Walpole. They were married 
Rev. G. R. Bent* m i n i s t e r o f the Gospel 
i n Walpole.on Oct.6 * 1 8 9 5 * 

Dr. Bent d i e d October 7»1096 egad 28; 
and 1 0 months. He i s b u r i e d i n the S t e t s 
l o t i n Rural Cemetery* Walpole. P.R.L. 

When the C i v i l War broke out 34 members and adherents o f the 
Methodist Church o f South Walpole volunteered f o r s e r v i c e . For World 
War I I , 69' men and one woman are l i s t e d on our Honor R o i l * 5 1 o f 
them connected w i t h our Church. Two o f t h a t number have made the su­
premo s a c r i f i c e . -South Walpole,Methodist Church H i s t o r y . 
During tha 1834 r e v i v a l i n tha Methodist Church* two young man wers 

converted and l a t e r entered the Methodist m i n i s t r y — T h e y were Luman 
Boyden end W i l l s r d S m i t h — b o t h sre b u r i e d i n Terrace n i l l . 

James 3. Oilmore, C i v i l For S o l d i e r , 4 4 t h Heeciviont—died i n h o s p i t a l 
\, on Fab. 2 6 , 1 8 6 3 . 



1865 
South Walpole Methodist Church 

34-ruenibers i n C i v i l War — A P a t r i o t i c Record 

John Smith A l b o r t Fa i r h a nks 
N. H. F0 Richardson Pr a n k Fa i r b a nks 
Henry Rice * E l b r i d g e F 0 • Morse 
•::-John Wiggins Charles Smith 
A l b e r t Howry (Marine) Ansal W i l l i s . 
Lewis H a l l Elbridgo P. Boyden 
Cherlas D, Bacon Jaraes Gi llmon 
Nov; t o n Bsc on Lumen Gi.11 more 
Lewis Morse George Eaton 
George Dorothy James 0„ Boyden 
Henry A. Falas F t e n d s L, Boyd a n 
F r a n k l i n W. Luce A l b e r t Battersby 
Frede r i c k Plympton J u l i u s Boyden 
Charles Pond 
Alexander McDonald 
S i l a s Nicker3on 

Nickerson 

Died i n Service 



South Walpola Methodist Church 
Marriages 1 8 3 7 - 1 3 4 3 
(notes from an o l d book) 

By Rev. F. Dane 1837-38 year snding June 6 , 1833 

1 — Mr. George White t o Miss Daroxa Smith Jan. (Jun?) 21, 1333 
-both of Walpola. 

2 — Mr. Lewis Sumner t o Miss Kesiah Dudley Dec.3,1337. 
-both of Walpola. 

3— -Mr. M a r t i n i c u s Roderick of Wrantham t o Miss M i l l s Smith of Walpola 
- A p r i l 15,1838. 

By Rev. S. W. Woods -- du r i n g yessr ending June 3 , 1 3 4 2 . 

I'—Mr. Seth R. A l d r i c h of Uxbridge and Miss Lydia 3.Aldan of Walpola 
-Oct. 1 7 , 1 8 4 1 . 

t — K r . Josinh H. Tubbs and Mrs. Margaratt Hogan,both o f Walpola 
-Oct. 3 1 , 1 8 4 1 . 

by Rev. P h i l i p Grandon -- durin g year ending June 1 8 4 3 • 

6 — M r . Jeremiah Boyden t o Miss La^ira P. E l l i s , b o t h of Wslpolo 
-Nov,24,1342. 

7»-Mr. Isaac Aldan of Walpole sad Miss G. Brewster of Berwick,Maine 
- J u l y 2 5 , 1 8 4 2 

B—Mr. W i l l i a m Jackson of Lynn and Miss Jana E. Garigcn of Walpola 
-Jen. i, 1 8 4 3 . 



South Walpola Methodist Church Nov.1 5 , 1 8 4 7 

Donors t o Complete Vestry i n New Church 

( L i s t s l i k e t h i s provide names of i n d i v i d u a l s i n the erea at th a t time 

A l b e r t E l l i s 
Bainbridge Howry 
MeteaIf Smith 
J e r i m i s h Boyden 
Caleb S. E l l i s 
Warren Smith 
W i l l i a m Hodges 
Josiah K a i l 
Phineos Boyden 
Sil«s Smith 
Jsson Boyden 
Truman Gierke 
Ruben Clapp 
Charles Hawkins 
Rufice White 

.copied cs recorded 
SUSpect. 
Rufice is; Rufus 
T i f f i n y i s T i f f a n y 
Ruben i s Reuben 

J'cme R, .Fuller 
John M*nn 

Otis Boyden 
Simeon Burr 
Aaron E l l i s 
James E l l i s 
John Smith. 
Joseph L. Stesr-ns 
A l b e r t C. Gay 
John 0. Adams 
Ezra k i l l e r 
James G i f f o r d 
T i f f i n y Bishop 
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Methodist Church, South Walpole 
S a l e of Paws 1 8 6 6 ( 1 8 6 6 - 6 ? ) 

Mrs . Briggs 
-oosn-

W. R» Goldsmith 
S. P r a t t 

Langley 
Gunnison 

Mr s 
Wm. 
Thorns s C a mpbe11 
Warren Shepard 
C. F. Dixon 
S . MacDonald 
H. E. B i l l i n g s 
Jerirai» h Boyden 
Thurston lis comber 
J. Bo Pond 
Mo Smith 
Eo G. Boyden 
S i l a s Smith 
C. S. E l l i s 
K. Wslmouth 
Mrs* L. Gilmore 
L, Cook 
Ao Page 
A . Brown 
Ho S t r u t t o n 
L. Luce 
T. Poole 
P. Boyden 
Co Morse 
J . , Bo Mo wry 
H a r r i e t Smith 
Warren Boyden 
W i l l a r d Nottage 
Nelson H e l l 
Bo VI. Gillmora 
• Boy d e n & R a a ve s 

Jo E. Grant 
•W. G» H a l l y b u r t o n 
Lydia Snow 
Go So Douthy (Doughty?) 
E, Smith 

Bi shop 
G. B. W i l l a r d 

8 
4 
r 

9 
10 
1 1 
1 2 
13 
14 
1 9 
1 6 
1 ? 
1 8 reserved 
1 9 
20 
21 
2 2 
24 
2 7 
2 8 
2 9 
30 
31 
32 
33 
3 4 
3 5 
is U 

3 7 
3 8 
3 9 
4.0 
4 i 
43 
4-2 
44. 
4 6 
4-7 reserved 
4.3 reserved 

7 



MINISTERS WHO HAVE SERVED THE SOUTH WALPOLE METHODIST 

CHURCH 
++++++++ 

CIRCUIT PREACHERS 

1818 BENJAMIN HARRIS 

1818 E. STREETER and ISAAC JENNISON 

1819 ISAAC BONNEX and CHARLES BAKER 

1820 TKOMAS W. TUCKER,HEZEKIAH THATCHER,& ALPHAEUS HAYDEN 

1821 JOHN W. HARDY,ELEAZER STEELE,& JOEL MCKEE 

1822 N.R. OSBORNE & EPHRAIM K. AVERY 

1 8 2 3 HERMAN PERRY and AARON LOOMIS 

1824 HEZEKIAH THATCHER and NEWELL SPAULDING 

lfefc 5 EBENEZER BLAKE AND DANIEL FLETCHER 

1 8 2 6 BENJAMIN F. LOMBARD and WILLIAM BARSTOW 

1 8 2 7 ROBERT GOULD 

1828 AMOS BINNEY and FRANCIS DANE 

1 8 2 9 FRANCIS DANE and DAVID CULVER 

1 8 3 0 JOHN F. BLANCHARD and FRANCIS DANE 

1831 ABRAHAM HOLWAY 

1832 LEWIS BATES and PHILIP W. NICHOLS 

1833 WILLIAM R. STONE 

CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS 

1 8 3 4 - 3 5 NATHAN PAINE 

I 8 3 6 WILLIAM R. STONE 

I 8 3 ? FRANCIS DANE 

1838 SAMUEL PALMER 

1839-40 REUBEN BOWEN 

1841 L.W. WOODS 

1842 PHILIP CRANDON 



I I 
MINISTERS OP SOUTH WALPOLE METHODIST CHURCH continued 

CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS 
1843 JOEL STEELE 

1844 WILLIAM A. RICHARDSON 

1845-46 D.L. WINSLOW 

184? J . AUGUSTUS ADAMS 

1848-49 JOHN T. PETTEE 

1850-51 EDWARD A. MANNING 

1852 HOWARD C. DUNHAM 

1853-54 THOMAS H. MUDGE 

1855 J . AUGUSTUS ADAMS 

1856 JOHN S. DAY 
1857-58 EDWARD S. BEST - D i e 4 < x W V^«r- l o ^ ^ a , 

1859-60 WILLIAM MERRILL 

1861-62 NATHAN SOULS 

1863-64 GEORGE WBITAKER 

I865 JOSEPH C. CROMACK 

1866-67 THOMAS MARCEY 

1868 N.I1. MARTIN 

1869-70 J.A.DEFORRFST 

1871-73 GILBERT R. BENT 

1874 SAMUEL R. NOON 

1875-76 A.C.GODrREY O t o < 0 X f t ^ f t V W - i w ^ v ^ V U <ft ^ 
1877-79 R.H.HOWARD 

1880-81 GILBERT R. BENT 

1882-83 OSMON W. ADAMS 

1884-86 F.H. SMILEY 

1887-88 LUTHER FREEMAN 

1889-91 W.H.DOCKHAM 

1892 I.A.MESLER 

1893 W.J. KELLEY 

1894 N.R. MARTIN 



I l l 
MINISTERS OF SOUTH WALPOLE METHODIST CHURCH 

CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS 

18*5*96 SAMUEL H. NOON 

1897-98 JULIUS P. WEST 

1899-1900 L.J.BIRNEY 

1901 CHARLES W. WILDER 

1902 RABPH T. FLEWELLING 

1903 D.H.MANLEY 

1904-05 WILLIAM WIGNALL 

1906 F.C. NELSON 

1907-08 FRANCIS W. BRETT 

1909-10 PAUL SMITH 

1911 H.E. LEACH 

1912 E.L. BELLOWS 

1913-15 H.E. SCULLY 

1916-Aug. 1917—JOHN D. CLINTON 

Aug. 1917- Sept. 1919 —GUY VAUGHN SiiEDD 

Sept. 1919 -RALPH W. STCCDY 

1920-21 G.B. CALLENDER 

1922 JOHN ASHLEY 

1923-Oct.24-P.E. BINGHAM 
Oct. 1924-25-G.R. WOLVERTON 
1926*1927 G.T.OBORN 
192S-29 P.M. HAMMOND 
1930 W.F. KOONSEN 
1931-33 VERNON C. CUTRIGHT 
1934-36 H.J. FRAME 
1937- Sept.38 — K.E. McDANIEL 
Sept.1938 JOHN MASON 



# 

South Walpole Methodist M i n i s t e r s cont'd 

1829 David Culver 
1830 Francis Dane - Erected l e t church & 32 Water S t r e e t 
1830 John F« Blanchard 
1831 Abraham Holway 
1832 Lewis Bates 
1832 P h i l i p W. Nich o l s 
1 8 3 3 W i l l i a m R. Stone 

• 

1834-35 Nathan Paine - Died Sept, 9,1663 
. Stone-

'Washington St. t o l l road,near d e f u n c t . 

1838 Samuel Palmer 

tfKtf nFfi \ l 8 4 i L.W. Moods- . died i n So. Walpole,Way 2,1842 o f IB 

1844 William R« Richardson 

1845/6 D . L . Winslow - Now church b u i l t i n I 6 4 6 ; cost 83700.CO 

1847 J - Augustus Adams - (also l a t e r i n 1865) 
1848/9 John T . *ettee 
1050/1 Edv/ard A. Geo. 

owed on new church, 

.1853/4 Thomas H. Nudge - Died suddenly July 2 4 , 1 8 6 2 . 

1855 J. Augustus Adams -{also i n 1847>jdied of XB 8/28/1860 i n Cal 
1856 John S« Bay 

1857/8 Edv/ard S. Best -(Parsonage b u i j t on s i t e o f 1st church on 

11 
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South Walpole ^ethodiat Ministers cont'd 
: 

1861/2 Nathan Soule 
I 8 6 - 3 / 4 George Whitaker- deb. 1864 incorporated, Provisions of the 

General Statutes of our Commonwealth* 
1865 Joseph C. Cromack 
I 8 6 6 / 7 Thomas Marcey 
: N.H. h a r t i n 
1869/70 J.A. DeForrest 

[. Noon - see alee 
1875/6 A.C Godfrey . 

• 

Osman W. Adams 

1889-91 W.H, Dockhara - Chande] 
1892 I.A. Hosier 

W« J. Kelley 
1894 N.H. Hartin see also IS A: 

1899-1900 L.J. Birney - July - committee formed to welcome 20th cent 

1901 Charles W. ^ i l d e r 
1902 - Ralph T. Flewelling 
1903 D.H. Manley 



South Walpole Methodist Ministers cont'd 
1904/5 William Wignall - 1904 Book f o r Harmonious j o i n w i t h Walpol 
1906 F.C. Nelson - 1906 ton members voted th a t church considers 

u n i t i n g w i t h Walpole* 
1907/8 Francis W. Brett - see also 1950-5$.Gave P u l p i t Bible to 

church i n 1909. . 
1909/10 Paul Smith - church wired f o r e l e c t r i c i t y i n 1910 
1911 H.E. Leach . ( H!*NkH' &) 

1912 E.L. Bellows C luHmd r, Q ( 

1913/15 R.E. Scully - Community House added r-\ 
1916/17 John D. Clinton 
1917-19 Guy VAugMShedd 
1919 Ralph W. Stoody 
1920/21 G.3. Callander C&e*R&& # 0 
1922 John Ashley 
1923/4 P.E. Bingham ( P< C. ) 
1924/5 G.R. Wolverton (Xftr&c '-J 
1926/7 G.T. Oborn " OS-**^* 7~> 

P.M. Han r ond . •• 
1930 W.F* Koonsen f'wtixitiw ft) 
1931-33 Vernon C. Outright - good barber too l 
1934-36 H.J. Frame (HFkkiST T.) 
1937/8 Kenneth E . KcBaniel 
1938-4(9 7) John Mason 
1949 Dr. James Warner 

C l i f t o n Kruse 
- • 

Henry Grayson 
Derek Brown 
Richard Esslinger . 

ic110"~lt Carrol Moore 



The 1970 United X t h o d i s t Church i n South Walpole was known 
i n l o 3 7 as : THE WALPOLE & FOXBOROUGH METHODIST SOCIETT , 

Since then i t has been known a: 
Methodist Episcopal Church 

'4-7 c Methodist Church 1£ . 
Perhaps ot h e r names. 

I n 1845 t h e r e were 5.6 members as f o l l o w s : 
(* before name means t h e y / were also on the I846 r o l l * - t h e year 

the present church was b u i l t ) 

* Caroline Smith 
* Louisa Smith 
* Louisa Smith,2nd 
* M e t c a l f Smith p 
.* E l i s a b e t h Smith 

Mary Sumner 
*•Hesia Sumner 
* Hannah.Stratten 
* Susan b i s h o p 
* Caleb S. E l l i s 
* A l b e r t E l l i s - ft 
* Ephraim Leonard 
* Caroline Caswell 

Lydia Belknap 
Mar̂ / Plympton 
Lu ere t i a ! I ewins 
Hathanie1 Al1ey 
Jems ha • A l l e y 
John A l l e y 

*Rosalinda A l l e y 
* Ann B u f f i n g t o n 
* Anna B u f f i n g t o n 
*Elanor B u f f i n g t o n 
* Noah B u f f i n g t o n 
* Esther Stearns q 
* H a r r i e t G i f f o r d 
* Saphronia G i f f o r d 
* E l i z a Mayer 

I 
i 

* Warren Smith 
* S y b i l Smith 
* E l v i r a Fisher 
* Reubin Clapp 
* Roxanna Clapp 
* Caroline Claps 
-Betsy White 
* Ceo rye N. 'White 

Derana White y 
S l i z a b e t h loop?(?Boos,Roof) 
A l b e r t C u t t e r 
James H. G i f f o r d 
H a r r i e t J. G i f f o r d 

P o l l y Barrows 
*'Angenette. Barrows 
- Joseph Stearns 

' 
' 

Aaron E l l i s 
Erbeline Richardson 
Emeline Holmes 
Josenh Carol On 
A l b e r t Gay 

*Almira Gay 
* E l i s a b e t h Mayer 

y 



Steeple B e l l f o r New South We1pole 
Methodist Church ( J u l y 31,184.6) 

Donors t o Purchase QiiOj# B e l l i n Medwey, Geo. H. Hblbrook 
Reuben Clspp 
Me t e e I f Smith 
J e r i m i a h Boyden 
S i l a s Smith 

Jos i f - h H a l l , j r . 
Caleb S. E l l i s 
A l b e r t E l l i s 
Warren Smith 

Aaron EH l i s 
Truman Clarke 
Jose ph Mann 
Jeson Boyden 
Joseph L. Stcarns 

Phinehas Boyden 
John L, Adams 
.Jamas I h i l l s r 
Sarah P r a t t 
? N. B. "Wetmouth 
W i l l i a m Bacon J r . 

C h a r 1 e s H a v.> k i n s 
$ 2 5 5 . 0 0 Donated by above l i s t • . ' ' 
$ 2 3 7 , 5 0 Required and paid f o r b o l l Dac .27,1350. 

and Yoke and Wheel. 

Sftinbridge Howry 
Boyden & Mann 
James H. G i f f o r d 
E l l i s Bacon 
Jumes E l l i s 
3. L. Boydoa 
Nathan R. Shaw . 
A l b e r t £c G. Boyden 
David H a l l 
Rufus Whit* 
John Grant 
A l d r i c h Wells 
C. Sj E. Smith 
Dsn5 e l T i f f a n y 
Mfiynsrd Pa go 

Simeon Burr 
Joseph C a r r o l l d led Aug , 7 , 13 



2 
South Walpole Methodist Church notes from records 

x 
F i r s t Year o f new church b u i l d i n g 

Members i n 1346 
N i l s o n H a l l 
Myra H a l l - Wilson's w i f e 
Josiah H a l l 
Elanor H a l l - Josiah's w i f e 
Josiah H a l l , j r 
Lewis A. H a l l 
Jeremiah Boyden &on7* PAM;:uMuu Mftg.lgsl 
Laura P. Boyden- Jeremiah's w i f e 
A l b e r t G. Boyden 
Cynthia Boyden - Sis Hawkin's s i s t e r 
Lucinda Boyden - ( 1 m i l e . Warren's w i f e ) 
Susan' Boyden - ( 3 m i l e i n Foxboro) 
S a l l y Boyden - ( Lewis Boyden's w i f e ) 
S i l a s Smith -—D» 
Sabra Smith - S i l a s ' s w i f e - she was Sabra Boyden u n t i l 
M e t c a l f Smith / " . 
Louisa Smith - M a t c a l f ' s w i f e ' 
Louisa Smith,2nd - ( f e e b l e 3rd red house) 
P o l l y C. Smith - not to meeting i n 2 years - Sharon 
E l i z a b e t h Smith - " " " ff " " " 
Adriana Smith -'.3 m i l e s . " . !t » " " " 
H a r r i e t -Smith - L i l a ' s daughter 
Ca r o l i n e Smith " n _ 
Mary . Sumner - Foxboro - 1 m i l e beyond $usan Boyden 
Hannah S t r a t t o n - Foxboro - 3 m i l e onWrentham road_ 
Hezia Sumner. -- not i n the place 
Susan Bishop 
Caleb E l l i s 
A l b e r t E l l i s 
Aaron E l l i s 
Bphraim E l l i s Leonard - 4 miles beyond Walpole center 
Caroline Caswell - Foxboro center 
Mary Plympton - removed by l e t t e r 
L u c r e t i a Hewins - Cracked Rock - Sanford area No. Foxboro 
Na t h a n i e l A l l e y - removed by l e t t e r 1346 
Jerusha A l l e y - do do 
John A l l e y - 7 miles near F r a n k l i n 
Rosalind A l l e y - deceased I 8 4 6 
Ann B u f f i n g t o n 
Anna B u f f i n g t o n - l i v e 7 miles - near H o l l i s t o n 
Elanor B u f f i n g t o n 
Noah•Buffington . 
E l v i r a Fisher - not. i n the place 
Reubin Clapp - note: l a t e r l e f t the- church $ 1 0 0 0 . 0 0 -' I 8 5 6 
Rosana Clapp - h i s w i f e 
Caroline; Clapp 
Betsy w h ' i t g - deceased March-1847 
George N. White - 6 i h i l e - North p a r t o f Walpole 
Perana White - w i f e 
E l i z a b e t h Roos -.removed by l e t t e r -
A l b e r t Cutter - took l e t t e r to Providence, R.T. - Oct. 11,1354 



3 
1 8 4 6 Members o: So Walpole J-eLhodist Church 

Edward Barrows 
P o l l y Barrows - w i f e 
Lucy Ann Barrows - dismissed 
Angenettfe T. Barrows - daughbter 
Charles Hawkins 

she may have been "Sis Boyden" 
- dismissed 

- F o l l y C. Smith's daughter- Stoughton 

- 4 miles by Walpole Center 

Mary Hawkins 
Cynthia Randal 
Emeline Holmes 
Joseph Carol 
E l i z a mayer 
E l i z a b e t h Flayer 
Almira Gay - on t r i a l - 45 i n f u l l 
Joseph Stearns - Rec. i n f u l l March 18/+6 
Esther Stearns - do do. Deceased March 20,1847 i n g r e a t peace. 
James H. G i f f o r d - do .. do 
Saphronia G i f f o r d - w i f e - received i n f u l l March I846 
Warren Smith 
S y b i l Smith 
Thomas Campbell - Sept* 1,1845 
Eden Campbell . - " »' 
George Campbell 
Abby A. Waterhouse-
Me1i s c ent Hawk s 
A b i g a i l G. Winslow-
Esther IB Pettee 

bv l e t t e r 
n 

i t 

• 1 

u 
i . 

:. 

r t 

t t 

t t 

Wrentham Paper M i l l 

Oct 
Ursula Muff 
Emily Mowry 
Lydia W. Belknap -
S a l l y Boyden - ( 
Caroline G i l m i r e -

rt 

t t 

- Foxboro Center) 
Dropped) 
I n f u l l Dec. 6,1846) 
[ S i l a s Boyd en's w i f e ) 

removed 
• 

19,1845 by l e t t e r ;1 on t r i a l * 
ir ft S? 

March I846 by l e t t e r 
• ) 

Car o l i n e Morse-rec'd as member on t r i a l by l e t t e r June 1.846; 
" i n f u l l and dismissed by l e t t e r October I846 

I s a i a h A i d r i c h - J u l y 5,1846 by l e t t e r . Removed A p r i l 1847 
Nancy E. A l d r i c h - do do 
Jude H, Adams - do do - removed by l e t t e r Dec, I846 
Rebecca M. Adams -do do - do do 
Betsy Mariah K i l l i n g s - 0 0 - do do « 
Bainbridge Mowry - (Dec. I846 by l e t t e r ) 
A b i g a i l A. Cole - » '« '« 

to Newton 

Sharon 
Sharon 



4 Members o f So. Walpole Methodist Church 1847 

I t appeal's there was no complete l i s t o f members f o r 1847• 
A d d i t i o n s o n l y - as f o l l o w s ? 
Persia B i l l i n g s - received on t r i a l Jan, 28,3.847 
Car o l i n e 3, Reed - Foxboro 
Jonathan C. More-(note: could be mi s p e l l e d MOORS) removed by l e t t e r 

Oct,3.,1847 
Wary Ann Stone - May 3 0 t h by l e t t e r - removed 
Mary Bates - 5? ' " n 
V i r t u e Mowry - January 1 0 , by l e t t e r ,>guQ t s^'H'*1-^0" 

9 



(note 

1891 
S o u t h W a l p o l e M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h 

Donor's to p u r c h a s e (2) new E s t e y organs 

t h i s l i s t good f o r names of people a c t i v e i n 1390 

W. N. Dockham 

Emma A 6 Dockham 

S, . C l a p p 

E . P. Boyden 

Amy L o Boyden 

M. T. Look 

L i n d a Boyden 

W. v:0 She p a r d 

E . Co Boyden 

L i z z i e Ro S m i t h 

IE Lo (?T.) B u s h n e l l 

E t t a E . Bacon 

L o D„ Cushman 

Flo L* Boyden 

George W r i g h t 

W i l l i e m G u n n i s o n 

C h a r l e s Mann 

Mrs, P e r k i n s 

Mrs. P a t t o n 

Maude P a t t o n 

G r a c e P a t t o n 

M i s s C o l l i e r 

Mi s s Ma r y Mowry 

Mrs* Cr o m w e l l 

Mrs. .Do C? H a m i l t o n 

Staphen Congdon 

Mrs. J . H? B r e w s t e r 

C . F . B r e w s t e r 

Mrs. D i x o n 

Ro Ho S h i p p e r 
h? 

B l a n c e Bsuce 

R. G. h e i g h t o n 

Mrs, E l l a Boyden 

M i s s E m i l y Boyden 

R o b e r t T i f f a n y 

Mi s s Ma uda Mowry 

F r a n k Kingman 

J. C. S w i f t 

. Amanda P l i m p t o n 

Mrs. Hewins 



South Walpole Methodist Church 
July 1902 

Donors f o r Steeple Clock Repair and G i l d i n g of Faces: 

John A. Way —-*» .eft vr'y A1 > - i S&P7~* 

M y r t i e Patton 
A; Duplisea 
Mrs. E l l e n Congdon 
Walter Hartshorn 
H a t t i e Sssrs 
August Blonxquist 
Edw a r d A . Boyde n 
Harry A. W h i t i n g — - / v'S- (iftA tJCF - 7*Eu</ TWA** t 
Mrs. Dors Young 
Mrs. Charles Boyden 
Mr s, Wells C ondo n 
Mr s . Mr e d Mo w r y 
Harry G u i l d PAWK - &T*ieeT ®Anv)A*( M'TcRM 

G. J. Wright - • 

George Buker / u / . ' f t i $ 
Mrs. Charles Murphy — i s - £oARNd6 /ftcsy /.yrft, 



-

a cm on walpole Mstbo-'ist-Episcopal Church 
1910-1912 Horns Department 

(Good L i s t to see who was a c t i v e i n 1910-12 era. 

• 

r s . H e t t i e W i l l i e 
•iiss E d i t h Agnew 
Mrs. E. 0. Abramson 
Mrs. Frank A d e l l 
Mrs» Jesse hoyden 
h r 3 . C ha r 1 c s Boyd e n 
Mrs. Aggie' Bishop 
Mrs. Mabel Bishop 
Mr. G i l b e r t Bishop 
Mrs. John 3. Benson 
Miss Jessie Barley 
Mrs. Mi nni s Boyden 

E l s i e P. 3org 
( r s - Mary E. Boyden 
Mr, Steven M, Congdon 
M rs , St a ven 11. G ottgd o n 
Mr. W i l l i a m A. Chism 

?Chisolm 
Mrs, H. 3, Ch.-ca 
Mrs, Robert Cameron (A.) 
Mrs, Elbe n C o n g doh 
Mi• a . Wo 1 1 s Congdon 
Mrs. J. C. C o l l i n s 
Mrs, A. W. Duplisea 
Mi*. A. W. Duplisea 

*M i i iam Dupl is?? 

1 Notes Joined Date 
Apr. 1910 

cancelled 
withdrawn 
Washington St. Nov, 1 3 , 1 9 1 0 

Feb.12,1910 

moved away Water St. j Oct.12,1910 
removed by death 1911 July 20, 

- • t c r -

Foxboro j o i n e d .Sunday School (teacher) Mar ,19,1910 
withdrawn 
withdrawn 

withdrawn 

Beach St. No.Foxboro 

Enter St. 

Mrs; 
L i l l i a n Ruby Duplisea.-
J. H. E u r l i n g 

withdrawn 
moved '-!.u'j 
withdrawn moved So. Praminghara 
cancelled 

moved t o E. Walpole 
I ! H ! I ft 

moved t o East Walpole 
ft .; " : i 

Summer St. 

Feb.11 ,1910 

A p r i l 24,1910 

Feb, 2 0 , 1 9 1 0 

Mar. 1 3 , 1 9 1 0 

Mar. 1 3 , 1910 

March 13,1910 
Mar. 2 0 , 1910 
Juno 5, 1910 
Nov. 1 7 , 1912 
March 1 3 , 1910 

A p r i l 13> 1 9 1 0 

A p r i l 22, 1910 
A p r i l 1 3 , 1 9 1 0 



South Walpole Methodist-Episcopal Church 
1910-1912 Home Department 

Names 

9 

9 

Miss Fossie E. Droh«n 

Mr3 . Josephine Males 
Mr. R u s s e l l Pales 
Mrs. Mary Freeman 

Mrs. Bessie L. Gu i l d 
Mrs. Fred W. Grant 
Mrs . Addi a G. Gamme 11 

Mr s . C ha r 1 e s IIol b 0 r g 
Mr s . W. C. Harts horn 
Mr, Frank R. Hunt er 
Mrs, Co W. Hamilton 

Eva Hopper 
Mr. VI. J. Jones 
f i r s . W. J. Jones 
Mr. Ho CM Jones 
Mrs. Ho Co Jones 
Miss Madeline Keynoe 
Mrs. N e l l i e C . Locke 
Mrs. Leech 
Mrs. John McLernan 

(?McTernan) 
Mr. John McLernan 

(?McTernan) 
Mrs. Ada J. Mann 
Mrs. Marry Morrison 
Mrs. E l i z a 3. Mann 

L, G. M i l l a r 

r s . Ida Nibloc 
Mrs. H. S. Nottage 
Mr. Wm. Nottage (N.) 

Not i Joined Date 

O c t . 4 , 1 9 1 0 moved away 

moved to Walpole 

Oct. 1 8 , 1 9 1 0 Neponset St. moved t o lifalpole 
withdrawn (moved t o Cambridge) 

Summer St. 
withdrawn 
moved away Water St. 

removed by death 1910 Eune 18 
Foxboro moved t o Ma n s f i e l d 

j o i n e d Sunday School 1910 

moved 

removed by death 1911 
withdrawn 
withdrawn 

• So. Walpole 
Washington St. 

Feb.20,1910 

A p r i l 19,191( 

Kerch 13,191< 

A p r i l 17, I'M 

March 11,1911 

I A p r i l 19,1910 

' A p r i l 19,1910 
j Apr£l-1?T1919 

: A p r i l 17,1910 
A p r i l 13,191C 

March 19,1919 
t! II II 

.outa S t . cancelled ( U n i t a r i a n Ch.) A p r i l 13,1911 

withdrawn dropt 
11 

A p r i l 13,1910 
A p r i l 22,191 



' Names 

- 3 -
South Walpola Methodist-Episcopal Church 

J Notes 

a 

9 

9 

I r s , Ada F. Owens 
Mrs, Robert VI. Pembleton 
Mrs. E l i z a b e t h Pat ton 
Miss Addle L. Plympton 
Mr. Robert Patterson 
Mr. Chsrlss Short 
Mrs. Flora T. Short 
Mrs. George E. Seeger 
Mrs. L i z z i e R. Smith 
Mrs. Bertha T i f f a n y 
Mrs, A l t o n Rowell 
Mrs.. Elrner E. Woodward 

L i l l i a n M* Young 
I r s . Claudia Young 
Mr s . Flo r a nc a W h i t i ng 
Mrs. Adelia Williams 
Mrs. A. A. Whoaler 
Mrs. VJ. F. Williams 
Mrs. Reuben J, Whitcomb 
Mrs. Fred 0. Young 
Mrs. Ameli? Stacy 
Mrs. V i v i e n Styron 
Mrs. Grace M. Congdon 
Mrs. Jess ley Smith 
Mr. Shaw 
!r. E v e r e t t E. Smith 

withdrawn Water St, 

removed by de?th 1911 

Water St. 
Water- St. 

Foxboro, R.F.D. 
(?could be Mrs. Tuck T i f f a n y ) 

Soo Walpole• 

withdrawn 

withdrawn 

So. Walpola 

Beach St. No, Foxboro 
Beach St. No. Foxboro 

Joined Data 

March 19,191( 

Feb. 11,191C 

Feb. 10.191C 
I 

(BVo. 10,191C 
Mar. 19,191 
Apr. 1910 

Feb. 1910 
Apr. 1910 
M !t 

Feb. 1 0 , 1 9 1 0 

Apr, 5, 1910 

Apr. 13,1910 
ii .n 

Oct. 1910 
Feb. 11,1910 

Mar. 1910 
Apr. 7,1910 
Mar. 13,1910 
Apr. 13,1910 



-k-

Nam os 
South Walpola Methodist-Episcopal Church 

No b e s 
s. C a r r i a 3. Smith 

Mrs. E l i z a Seeger 
Mrs. Gertrude Smith 
Mr. George W. Seeger 

Mabel (?) Talbot 

Joined Date 

Feb. 11,1910 
Oct. 1910 
Feb. 1910 

• 

9 



South Walpola Methodist Church 
(Ear l y Names)_ iSlS-ft 64?;. (Prom tho Beginning) 

Members B a c o n T r i a l Hoc . i n B u l l 
John Smith 1 6 2 9 

Merab Smith 1821 
(a l s o s p e l l e d Merrab & Merobah) 

1829 
1321 

1 8 2 1 

11 

1 P Of 
x. U f _ J-

Josiah H a l l 
Warren Smith 
S y b i l Smith 
Josiah H a l l , J r . 
Eleanor K a l i ,; 

Nelson H a l l " 

Myra H a l l 
W i l l a r d Comer 

Calls Comay 1812 
Ashbel W i l l a r d 1829 
Cynthia Boyden 1 8 3 4 

1 8 2 1 

1 8 2 1 

a 

Died i n peace,May 1 0 , 1 8 4 4 * 

Died Now9, 1 8 4 2 . 

Died May 1 0 , 1 8 4 4 

withdrew J u l y 2 7 , 1 8 4 0 

'Expelled Sept.23,1839 

withdrew J u l y 2 7 , 1 8 4 0 
-see other Nelson Hall>Mar, 1 8 4 3 

by L e t t e r 1 8 2 3 

1 8 1 3 

1 8 3 0 

1534 

withdrew Nor. 1 , 1 8 3 9 
- l i v e d i n Foxboro 
removed w i t h o u t L a t t e r 
Expelled Jan. 1 5 , 1 8 4 2 ,a physician 

Susan Boyden May 18,1821 Aug.16J1322 

Sabra Boyden July 1 , -1821 Aug. 16 ,1822 married S i l o s Smith 18-42 

-died Juno 9 , 1 8 6 1 . 

Sarah Boyden Kay 1 3 , 1 8 2 1 Aug.16,1822 died i n tho Faith,A p r i l 2 3 , 1 8 3 4 

C h a r l o t t e Cheever -- Wrentham 
Mary Sumner 1823 1324 

Hannah S t r a t t o r i A p r i l 1 5 3 2 1833 
S i l a s Smith Time unknown A p r i l 1 6 3 4 married Sabra Boyden 181,2 

A p r i l 1 5 3 4 died May 3 0 , 1 8 4 0 

1520 

Lucinda Smith 
M i l l a Smith 

S y b i l B?con 
T i f f a n y Bishop 
Su?j»n Hi s hop 

1520 

162): 

1 6 3 1 

1324 

1829 
3 

•. 1682 

married here A p r i l 15,1835 
t o M a r t i n i c u s Roderick 
r3moved by Le bter D*c. 1938 

Expelled Nov.3,1839 
withdrew Nov.3,1889 



t 

i 

South Walpole Methodist Church 
( E a r l y Names) 1 8 1 8 - 1 8 4 4 (Prom tha Beginning) 
Members 

Benjamin Abbott 

Lorads Abbott 

Je r i m l a h Boyden Apr. I 8 3 I 

Anns Boyden '" " 

Roc.on T r i a l i n P u l l 

recommended & removed Apr .10,18 

by Letter-1836 " " » «» 
Nov. I83I4 Sabbcth Eve Class k Steward 

-married Laura P. E l l i s 

Joseph E. Fond A p r . 1 5 , 1 8 3 4 Nov. 1 8 3 4 Class Leader - Steward 
ft Exhorter to Dedham Nov. 1 8 4 2 

W i l l a r d Smith Apr. 1 8 3 4 

Amanda Smith. 

H a r r i e t Smith May 1 8 3 4 

Caroline Smith " 

Caleb 3 . E l l i s June 1 8 3 4 

A l b e r t E l l i s Nov.- 1 8 3 4 

A r v i l l e Berry Dec. 1334 

Mary K. Randall 

Hesiah Dudley Apr. 1 8 3 4 

Jesse Barden Oct. 1824 

A son?th Barden " " 

Nov. 1 8 3 4 admitted on t r i a l to the 
New England Conference Apr.183 

by Lcbtar 1 8 3 6 

— 1 3 3 4 s*fl other Caroline Smith 
Feb . 2 , 1 8 4 3 

Feb. I 8 3 5 So.Walpole Class Leader & Ste 

1 8 3 5 Class Leader,removed by L e t t e r 

June l n , 3 5 Removed t o A t t l e b o r o & d i e d i n 
-the F a i t h 

by L a t t e r 1829 

Nov. 1 8 3 4 married Lewis Sumner of Walpo 
Dec.3 ,1837 . 

1 * 2 5 died i n the F a i t h Dec.1 ,1834 

" removed by L e t t e r 
married Nathoni e 1 W. A l l e n 

Jeriisha Davenport Dec.1834 June 1335 
Mary Ply,pton Apr. 1 8 3 5 Apr. 3 0 , 1 8 3 7 

Mar. 1834 Sept. I 8 3 4 . Local prescher-withdrew 1 8 4 0 

" " " " withdrew- withdrawn 

by L e t t e r 1821 

--. by L e t t e r 1-834 removed t o Sharon 

by L e t t e r 1 8 3 1 

Aaron G u i l d 
Hannah Guild 
Ephraim Leonard 
Caroline Caswell 
Caroline S, Reed 
H a r r i e t Leonard 
P o l l y Clapp 

by L e t t e r 1 8 3 5 married 5c: removed to Qui no y/ 
1 8 3 8 

July 1 8 2 9 1 6 2 9 



- 3 ~ 
South Walpole Methodist Church 

( E a r l y Names) • I 8 l 8 ' - j 8 4 4 (Prom the Beginning) 

Kftrr.be rs Rec.on T r i a l I n b u l l 

P o l l y 0. Smith 

Mary Smith Sept.6 , 1 8 2 0 

B s i i l i n e Smi t h 

Sarah Smith 182? 

Sophi& Smith Sept. 1834 

Fanny Smith " " 

E l i z a b e t h Smith Nov . l 8 3 4 

Adrianna Smith " M 

Maynard Alden Feb.1836 

Debotah Nickerson 

by L e t t e r 1835 connected i n 1 8 1 6 , 1 1 c h i l e 
-di sd 1 8 6 1 , Doc. 

1821 married Barnes Birnes, 1 ° 
Burnes of Cosfcon, r©movod L 

by L e t t e r 1835 married Joseph Holmes 
1328 

Har. 1835 

it tt 

May 1835 

51 tl 

Mar.1837 

ma r r l e d Go or. go 31 i s s 

married Gideon Wales 

die d SeptolBjjO i n sleep. 

msv riad Sila.s Gay 

married Obediah 3rinkw011)? 
? B r i n k n o l l ) ' 

by L e t t e r June 1836 re-moved Apr.17,1-837 
-by L e t t e r 

Nancy Caswell 

Friend White 
Betsy White. 

3 e t s y K i ng s 1 e y 

1334 I B B ) removed w i t h o u t L e t t e r 
~ t o Sharon 

by L e t t e r 1836 Deported t h i s l i f e w i t h Joy 
" w-. n removed by L e t t e r 

- d i ed March 1 Blj.7 
by L e t t e r I 8 3 7 recommended & removed 

L u c r e t i a Hewins May 2 0 , 1 8 3 8 June 2 ,1839 

Almira Smith -;:-Juno 5 , ? O c t . 2 5 j . 8 3 9 removed Hoy 2 2 , 1 8 4 2 
. . % Year appears to be 1-837/8. 

(Belknao) 
Lydia Belnapp"fiJuno 5 , ? " " " " M " " " 

Smith 
rsee other page,she 'was- M i l l s / M i l l s Rhoderick 1 3 2 0 1820 

M a r t i n i cue Rhoderick) removed by L e t t e r married M i l l s Smith i n So.VJol. 
to Webster Dec .1838 - A p r i l 15, 1838 

Esther Smith (ses another Esther Smith below) died I n Lord Oct . 1 8 3 8 

Susan Taylor W5 thdravm 

George W. Applstcn 

James Boutels May 1839 

Rec.by L a t t e r 
Jan, 1.829 

Rec.by L e t t e r 
May 1839 • 

http://Kftrr.be
http://Oct.25j.839


( E a r l y Names) 
South Walpole Methodist Church 

I8I8-I84J4 (From the Beginning) 
Members Rec.on T r i a l 

E l v i r a Pisher 

Richards May 1839 

Bryant . " n 

John A l l e y 

Rosalinda- A l l e y 

Nancy Brown 

I n F u l l 
by L e t t e r 

May 1839 

by L e t t e r 1839 of F r a n k l i n 

by L e t t o r 
-Oct,1 , 1039 

Nathaniel W.Alley Jan<»4*XSlj0 

George H a l l i b u r t o n Mar .12,1840 

Susan H a l l e b u r t o n Nov.2 7 , 1 8 4 0 

H o r a t i o W.Gillmore r e c o i n P u l l 
Dec c2, lOjiO 

C a r r o l i n e G i l l m o r a 
A l b e r t G.Boyden 
Esther Smith 

Lu c i nda Rhodes 

Betsy White 
Louisa Smith 1 s t . ' 

Ephraira Leonard 
Emillne Holmes 
Laura P. E l l i s 

C h a r l o t t e Cheever 

Ann B u f f i n g t o n 
Anna B u f f i n g t o n 
Lienor B u f f i n g t o n 
(die9 nor) 
Noah B u f f i n g t o n 
Reuben Clapp 

Sept.3 ,1841 

From Orthodox Congregations 
Church i n Walpole. 
married Jerusha Davenport 

removed by L e t t e r 

it ©moved by L e t t e r 

withdrawn Aug.1842 

tr tt it 

(see e a r l i e r Esther Smith) 
-died March 185); 

" married Warren Boyden 
removed July 1843 

" by L e t t e r from M a n s f i e l d 

Dec .12,1.341'. see also Louisa Smith 2 n d , 

- - - - 1 8 3 4 

by L e t t e r 1 8 3 5 

by L e t t e r married Jerimiah Boyden here 
June 1 8 3 9 June 1 3 4 3 removed by L e t t e r 

by L e t t e r 1839 

by L e t t e r 1339 

" 1839 

1839 ' 
May 1840 



South Walpole Methodist Churoh 
Names and " o t e s , from Record of 1847 — by J. A. Adams 

Members 

Josiah H a l l 1 8 4 5 W * S o n committee to pick s t y l e f o r new ohurc) 
Nelson H r l l ) 
Myra H a l l 
Josiah H a l l J r . ) 

\ 
/ 

Elanor H a l l ) 
Jeriraiah Boyden) 

) 
Laura P. Boyden) 
Aaron E l l i s ) 

) 
Caleb S. E l l i s ) 
A l b e r t E l l i s ) 

' / 
Metcalf Smith) 

) 
Louis? Smith ) 
S i l a s Smith) 

) 
Sabra Smith) 
H a r r i e t Smith 
Caroline Smith 
Susan Bishop 
A l b e r t C u t t e r 
Joseph C a r r o l 
Almira Gay 
Joseph So Stearns 

181;5 *wFs en committee t o pick s t y l e f o r new church 
-gone t o Cal. March 1 8 5 1 , by l e t t e r . 

died O c t . 1 4 , 1 8 5 6 , 

one time Tress, of Trustees. 

Took l e t t e r t o Prov. R.I,, Oct.11,1384, 

Bainbridga Mowry) 
Emily F, Mowry ) 
Anginette B i l l i n g s 
Hannah S t r a t t o n 
A b i g a i l A. Cole 



- 2 -
South Walpole Methodist Church 

Names end Notes, from Record of 1 8 4 7 — by J« A. Adams 

Members^ 

Esther M. P-stteo 
E l i z a Mayer 
E l i z a b e t h Mayer 

Reuben Clapp ) died A p r i l 30,l8£6-found d e a d , l e f t Church #1,000, 
) -5 years to c o l l e c t , 

Roxanna Clapp) died March 18, 1856, 
Caroline Clapp (Morse) 

Charlas Hawkins) Feb.1,1865 took L e t t e r t o Cumberland, R . I , 
) 

Mary Hawkins ) 
Edward Barrows) 

j 
P o l l y Bar-rows ) 
Jamas H, G i f f o r d ) 

) 
Sophronia G i f f o r d ) 
A l b e r t G. Boyden Took L e t t e r t o Salem June 1855* 
Cynthia Boyden. 
Lucinds A, Boyden 
S a l l y Boyden 
? 3 s l l y C.3.Boyden 

(-took L e t t e r t o V;ilbrhham Augo30,l853 
E l i z a b e t h M. Smith (-took L e t t e r .to NHL, March 27,l854« 

(-took L a t t e r to Cha r l o t t s v i l l e ? A p r i l 25,18-54. 

Carolina Csswall 
C6r o 1 i n« 3. Re a d 
Susan Boyden 
Hol l y C. Smith, 
E l i z a b e t h Smith, (Gay) no i n f o , on marriaga. 
Ephra'im Leonard diod Oct.lO,l850. Thomas CaniDbell) 

) 
Eden C?mpbel_l_ ) 
Joseph C a r r o l died Aug,7»l85C 



South Walpole Methodist Church 
Nomas and Notes, f r o , Record of 1 8 4 ? — by J. A, Adams 

Members 
Gecrgo Campbell 
Georgo El White) Removed by L e t t e r A p r i l 9 , X0 18.50 

Deroxa White ) 
V i r t u e Mowry 

Mary Bates 
H a r r i e t Palmar 
Louise Smith 2 n d , 

M a r i e t t a R. Pettee removed by L a t t e r A p r i l 2 3 , 134$ 

L u c r e t i a Hewins 
Betsy Maria B i l l i n g s (Mr.cumber) r e c ' d . I n f u l l A p r i l 1 , 1 8 4 9 

took L e t t e r t o New Bedford J * n , 7 * l 8 5 5 

Mary Plympton ( B i l l i n g s ) married A p r i l 1 8 5 6 by Rev. J.A.Adams 
Vim. H. Gunnison 

Warren Smith) on T r i a l Juno 7» l81j.5 
_ S y b i l Smith ) " ,! " ' " " 
Carolina Gilmore 
HBe-tsy-MliJdL-in-g-s— 

Mary Waterhouse rec. A p r i l 1 , 1 8 4 9 

Persia B i l l i n g s on t r i a l Jan. 1 , 1 8 4 7 r e c . I n f u l l A p r i l 1 , 1 8 4 9 -

Nancy S. Clar k A p r i l 2 , 1 8 4 8 

E l i z a b e t h M i l l e r it it 

E l l o n Boyden A p r i l 2 , 1 8 4 8 

Rsbecca S. Small A p r i l 22 ,1843 married G. Brown Ju l y 16 ,1848 

Timothy N. Rica Nov.2 8 , 1 8 4 8 

Ms-rv—Ws-it-—• 
End 1 - 1 8 4 8 



South Walpole Methodist Church 
Marriages 1 8 5 6 - 5 7 - 5 8 

1 — O c t . 1 1 , 1 3 5 6 by Rev. John S, Day 
Mr*• O l i v e r C. Pettec of Foxborough 
& Hiss. C h a r l o t t e W. Baldwin of Boxborough 

2 — Sept. 1857 by Rev. E. 3. Rest 
Mr. W. B. Hanscome 
ft Miss M. P. Farnham 

3 — May 185? by Rev. E. 3. Best 
Mi. Warren B a b b i t t 
ft Miss Celia Campbell 

I ) - - A p r i l 2 0 , 1858 by Rev. E. S. Best 
Mr. Alonz o F. Eel dy 
ft-Miss Almire F. Belcher 

5 —Dec.5 ,1856 by Rav. E. 3. Best 
Mr. George Abbs of Eoxborough 
ft Miss Emily M. Bacon of Foxborough 



Couth Walpole Methodist Church 

Begin 1.649 ft l pJ-0 ft 5'l--some r e p i t i t i o n omitted u n l e s s notes. 

Mary UP i t (e) A p r i l 1 , 1 8 4 9 removed by c e r t . Apr.23, 1 8 4 9 

Martha Jane Stevens L a t t e r from Winthrop,Maine r e c . i n F u l l J s n . l 8 5 0 

Lewis B u l l a r d Dec. 1 8 5 1 

W i l l i a m IT. Gunnison 

Mary S. Gunnison 

Mary Sumner died March 1 8 5 2 

ftlmlra Gay took l e t t e r i n S a n F r a n s c i s c o mMarch 1 8 5 4 

C a r o l i n e C a s w e l l widow 

C a r o l i n e S. Reed (Stone) l e t t e r to Cambridgeport Oct.2 5 , 1 8 5 4 

Robert S t i t t removed by l e t t e r . 

Joann C. S t i t t " " " 

Edns A. Manning 

Susan S a l i s b u r y 

Mrs. Wm. Amelia Hartshorn 

Jerusha Gunnison died i n peace, S e p t . 2 0 , 1 8 6 1 . 

Sarah E, 3rox/n 

Amanda Pettee 

L o u i s ? L. Bosworth removed by l e t t e r 

Candsce Bosworth • • 

George Simmons 

Augusts Simmons died i n C h r i s t , A p r i l 16,i860 

Miranda Lowe by l e t t e r F e b . 6 , 1 8 5 3 

J e s s e Lee Wilson ' by l e t t e r March 2 0 , 1 8 5 3 , L o c a l PR, 

took l e t t e r to Anson Maine Sept. 1 1 , 1.853. 

B. L. G. Mudge from Spencer removed by l e t t e r 

Susan B. M i l l i k e n from E.Boston, probatj cn-l85l;Co3mopolita 
i n flfcll May 1855. 



South l/alpola Methodist Church 
F i r s t Parsonage B u i l t 1 8 5 7 

on s i t e of F i r s t Church - Water St. 

Donations of $ 4 7 5 * 0 0 Received From the Fo l l o w i n g : 
M. Smith $ 1 5 0 . 0 0 J. Boyden $ 5 0 . 0 0 

S. Smith 1 0 0 . 0 0 C. S. E l l i s 5 0 . 0 0 

A. E l l i s 1 0 0 . 0 0 P. E l l i s 2 . 5 . 0 0 

Labor end Expenditures 
L. Bonney B u i l d i n g House $ 1 4 5 9 . 2 4 

S. Smith For Land lpO.OO 
H. B i l l i n g s For Stonework 5 . 2 5 

J, Ryan For Stonework 9 . 0 0 

B. L. Boyden Labor and Team (no charge) • 7 . 5 0 

J. Morse Labor 3 * 0 0 

A. E l l i s Labor 4 . 3 8 

A. E l l i s Purap-pipe.-boiler-sink, e t c . 3 1 . 0 0 

.H. C. F u l l e r Stork-Labor i n C e l l a r and Out/house 1 1 . 0 0 

J. Boyden. Labor-Paint-Stone, e t c . 4 8 . 0 2 

T. George Lumber f o r Out - b u i l d i n g s , 1 9 . 1 3 

0 . 3. E l l i s Labor and Stone ' 2 5 . 0 0 

Some other small b i l l s not y e t i n 
C. S." E l l i s Trees. 



South Walpole Methodist Church 
L i s t of"Church Members 1859 

E. S. Best pastor -died.aged 103 yrs,about 1925 

O f f i c i a l Members 
S'i 1 « 3 Smith 
Metcalf Smith 
Caleb 3 . E l l i s 
Thomas Campbell 
Edson C. Boydsn 
A l b e r t E l l i s 
Caleb S. E l l i s 
S i l s s M i t h 
Mete?If Smith 
Thomas Campbell 

Stewards 

Trustee s 

Caleb E l l i s Clash-Lead*] 
Members i n P u l l Connection. 

(M-morriedj S-Single; W-widow; Wr-widower) 
Laura Boyden (M) 
Luc i n d a Boyden (N ) 
S a l l y C.S.Boyden (M) 
Cynthia Boyden (S) died Sept.1886 
Susan Boyden (S) 
E l l e n P. Boyden (S) died 1883 
Edson C. Boydon (S) 
L i z z i e C. Best (M) took l e t t e r 
Mary P. B i l l i n g s (M) 
Persis B i l l i n g s (M) 
Jonathan B i l l i n g s died i 8 6 0 
Betsy B i l l i n g s 
Susan Bishop 
E l i z a b e t h Gay (:• 
N. B. Car side (M 
Elenor H a l l (M) 
Nelson H a l l (M) died Sept . l i i , 1 3 8 0 
Myra H a l l (M) 
Amelia Hartshorn (M) 
Susan Hartshorn (S) 
S o phronia Ha rdy (S) 
Miranda Lowe (M) 
V i r t u e Mowry (M) 
Eliza.Mayer (M) 
Carolina Morse (M) 
Sophia S. Morse (M) 
E l i P r a t t (M) 
Roxanna P r a t t (M) 

Thomas Campbell (M) 
Eden Campbell (M) 
George Campbell (M) 
J**ne Campbell (3) 
C a r r o l i n e C a r r o l l (U) 
Nancy S. Clark (W) 
Geogge C. Dorothy (M) 
Matilda Dorothy ' died A p r i l 18£9 

E l l i s (S) 
French (M) 
H.Gunnison (M) 
Gunnison (M) 
Gunnison (W) died. 1S61 

Caleb S 
Lucy E. 
W i l l i a m 
Mary S. 
Jerusha 
S i l a s Smith (M)died l886,a 97 y r s 
Sabra Smith (M) 
Metcalf Smith (M) 
Louisa Smith (M). 
P o l l y C . Sm5 t h (M) 
George Simmonds 
Augusta Simmonds died Apr. 1.860 
Nathaniel Winslow (M) 
Susan Winslow (M) 
Henry A. M o r r i l l 
Annie Bates book lebtor,Oct.1861 



South Walpola Methodist Church 
Members - 1$61 

W i l l i a m M e r r i l l - Pastor 
O f f i c i a l Members: 

S i l a s Smith ) 
Metcalf Smith ) 
Caleb S. E l l i s 
Th omas' C ampbell 
Edson C. Boyden 
E l i P r a t t ) 

) Stewards 

A l b e r t E l l i s ) 
Caleb S. E l l i s ) Trustees 
S i l s s V- Smith ) 
Thomas Campbell ) 
Caleb I l l i s Class Leader 

Members i n F u l l 
Laura P. 
S a l l y 0.3.Bo 

(S) 

Boyden (M) 
yden (M) 

T i f f a n y Bishop (M) 
Susan Sir;hop (M) 
H. .Augusta G. Bishop 
Persia B i l l i n g s (K) 
Betsy B i l l i n g s (V/) 
Lucinda A. Boyden (M) 
Cynthia Boyden (S) 
Susan Boyden. (S) 
E l l e n F. Boyden (S) 
Edson C. Boyden (S) 
Mary P. B i l l i n g s (M) 
Annia B.:>ts.s ( 3 ) took 
Thomas Campbell (M) 
Eden Campball (M) 
George Campbell (M) 
Jane N. Campbell ( 3 ) 
Caroline C a r r o l l (W) 
Nancy S, Clark (W) 
Georp;e E. Dorothy (Wr) 
Diadanna Davis (S) 
Caleb E l l i s (S) 
Lucy E. French (M) 
W i l l i a m H. Gunnison (M) 
I Is r y S . Gu nni son (M) 

Amelia Hartshorn (M) 
Susan Haiyburton (M) 
E l l e n M. Haiyburton (3) 
E l i z a Hartson (Hertshorn) (S) 
Sarah A. Har t s h o r n (M) 
Ssphrenic Herd- (S) 1861 
H a r r i e t I I . Boyden -by l e t t e r Oct.IB,//; 
A m o n e -= L o v e i l (M ) 
Hi rands Lowe (II) 
Thomas 3 . Lowe 
Vir t u e Mpwry (M) 
E l i z s Mayer (M) 
Caroline Morse (M) 

l e t t e r Oct. 1861 Sophia 3 . Morse (W) 
E l s i e A. M e r r i l l (M) 
Caroline A. M e r r i l l (S) l e t t e r f r . / y / r 

Warren,N.H. 
Henry A. M e r r i l l (S) 
E l i P r o t t (M) 
Roxanna P r a t t (M) 
S i l a s Smith (M) d.1886,97 y r s . o l d 
Sabra Smith (M) died June 9,1361 
Metcalf Smith (M) d. Jan.1837 
Louis? Smith (M) 
P o l l y C. Smith (M) 

Jerxnshs Gunnison (W 
Ann E l i z a Gunnison 
E l i z a b e t h Gey (M) 
Ner. B. Gsrside (M) 
Eleanor H a l l (M) 
Nelson H a l l (M) 
Myra H a l l (M) 
Caroline H a l l (s) 

) died 
(M) 

Sept.] Caroline Smith (S) 
8 6 1 George Simmonfs (M) 

Augusts Simmonds (M) d 
Nath a n i e l Winslow (M) 
Susan Winslow (M) 

Apr.16,1360 



• ( E a r l y Names) embers 
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South Walpole Methodist Church 

1818-1844 (From tho ieginning) 

1 Rec.on T r i a l 

3i?nns Clapp 

S o l l y Boyden 
Louisa Mary A l l e y 
Maria Jone3 
E l i z a F. Bowen 
Salmon W. Smith ' 
E l i z s Smith 
Sanre ?, E l l i s 

Nancy M. Fsles 
Hannah R.W.Woods 
Lydia Cook 

r i c h ( l a s 

Aaron E l l i s 
George N, White 
Dersxa White 
E l i z a b e t h Roos 
Louisa Smith 2 n d 

Carol:' ne Cla pp 
Jane Carigsn 

1 s t name may be 
Roxanna 

184.0 

Aug.7 , 1 3 4 2 

1 8 4 2 

Sent. i p 4 l 

Feb. l p 4 2 

A p r i l 1 8 4 0 

O l i v e r P, H a r r i n g t o n Nov. 1 8 , 1 3 4 2 

Edwin Brackett 

Mary 3 . Bra e k e t t 

4fc ' t Cutter 

Jrown 

James H. G i f f o r d 

Nov.18,1842 

it 

it 

Dec. 1, 164 2. 

Jan. 1, 1 8 4 3 

i n F u l l 

May 1 8 4 0 

1 8 4 0 

1 8 4 0 

Oct. 2 2 , 1 8 4 0 

1 8 4 1 

1 3 4 1 

Feb.2 5 , 1 8 4 2 

1 8 3 4 

1 3 3 9 ? 

Doc.4 , 1 8 4 2 

Mar. 5 , 1 8 4 3 

May 7, i 8 4 3 

Nov. 2 , 1 6 4 3 

May 7 , 1 3 4 3 

Oct. 1 8 3 9 

May 7 , 1 8 4 3 

Discontinued 
a 

Nov,, 2 , 1 8 4 3 

Oct, lc>43 

removed by L e t t e r 
removed by L e t t e r 
removed by L e t t e r 
r smoved by L e t t e r 

married J.Boyden Nov.24, 
1 3 4 2 by Rev.Philip Crandon 

removed 1 8 4 3 Oct.23 

married J a n , l , l 8 4 3 
W i l l i a m Jackson, t o Lynn l£ 
removed by L e t t e r S e p t . 2 0 , 

' 1 8 4 3 

t o Lynn Feb . 2 7 , 1 3 4 3 

t o Lynn Mar. 1 0 , 1 8 4 3 

ramoved O c t . 2 5 , 1 8 4 3 
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South Walpole Methodist Church 

I 8 l 8 - i 8 l | 4 (From tha Beginning) 
1 

Rec.on T r i a l Rec. i n P u l l 
Jah. 1 , 1 8 4 3 Fob. 1 8 4 4 

P o l l y Barrows tt it tt tt 

Lucy Ann Barrows it tt 

Angenette Barrows tt ti 

W i l l i a m Jackson 
Joseph Sturns 

(?Stearns) 

Jan.19,1343 removed 
Pe b. 2, 1 ft I. a 

to Lynn A p r i l 1 8 4 3 

withdrawn Oct.17,l8£l 
re s . Walpole 

NOTE**Joseph 0 . S t e a r n s — s o l d i e r o f C i v i l War,Burled i n Terrace H i l l Carp. S.W 
;ov0 2, 13431 residence i n Walpole 

f 

Metcalf Smith 
Lewis A. H a l l 
Charles Hawkins 
Mary Hawkins 
•Elizabeth M. Smith 
Almira Smith 

.Feb. tt* 1 8 4 3 

it it 

Feb. 1 9 , 1 8 4 3 

it 'i 
tt a 

J a n . 6 , 1 8 4 4 

it ti 

Walpole 
TI 

tt 

Pbxb'orough 

Caroline Smith 

E l i z s Ann Smith 

Nelson H a l l 

Cynthia Randall 
Mary A. Steele 
Sarah M. Steele 
T A b i g a i l Steele 
Hiram A r t h e r t o n 
?Almira A r t h e r t o n 

Walpole 
d i s c o n t i n u e d J a n . 5 , 1 8 4 4 

Walpole 
disc o n t i n u e d May 1 8 4 3 

M " Walpole 
j d i s c o n t i n u e d ? 

March 9 , 1 3 4 3 Jan, 6 , 1344; see other Nelson H a l l l8'J 
Poxborough 

May 4, 1843 

Nov. 2, 1343 

iv. 2, I84.3! Poxborough 

$ 
removed A p r i l loipLj. 

tt tt tt 
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South Walpola Methodl3t Church 
Members - 1359 

Probationers: 

John.Wiggin 
Lewis Morse 
Sarah J. Boyden 
Martha C. Boyden 
Frances A. Boyden 
Mery L i z z i e Boyden 
Elbri d g e P. Boyden 
Sara h Hn r t s horn 
Ann E l i z a b e t h Gunnison 
Diadanna Davis ' . 
Caroline A. M e r r i l l 
Thomas B. Lowe 
Mary Jane Pr.ga 
Ass Page 
Carolina H. H a l l 
Melissa M. Nickerson 
E l l e n M. H a l l i b u r t o n 
Tifney Bishop ( T i f f a n y ) 
H a r r i e t Augusta C.(for C l a r k ) 3 i 3 h o p 
J. Edmond Shepardson 
Jane E. Shepardson 
Zilpha (Alien)Winn 



Methodist Church, of South Walpole, Mass, 
Sale of Pews f o r year A p r i l 1 8 6 4 - A p r i l 1 8 6 5 . 

Purchaser Pew # A p p r a i s a l Choice 
Trustees 1 
Trustees 2 P r a t t •3 

r> 4.00 060 Thomas Campbell 4 4 . o o 000 L, Cooke 5 6 ,00 2.00 
C . Fales 6 6 .00 2 , 2 5 

J . L. Boyden 7 7 . 5 0 2 .00 T. Macomber 8 7 . 5 0 2 . 5 0 
Wm. H. Gunnison 9 9 .00 3 . 5 0 
T. Campbell 1 0 9.00 18.00 
W. Shapard 11 1 0 . 5 0 4 , 0 0 
C ; Dixon . . 1 2 1 0 , 5 0 1 6 . 00 Crosby (Cros Icy?) 1 3 11,50 4 . 00 T. Macomber 

Icy?) 
1 4 1 1 , 5 0 7 .00 Luce 1 5 1 1 , 5 0 4 . 5 0 

T. Mscomber 16 1 1 . 5 0 16.00 
Jo Eo Pond 1 7 1 1 . 5 0 died Aug.1886 2 6 . 0 0 

Mo Smith 18 Reserved 1 1 , 5 0 -Jo E l l i s 1 9 1 1 . 5 0 5 . 0 0 
So Smith 2 0 U . 5 0 2 0 , 0 0 
K? Welmouth 2 1 1 0 . 5 0 3 - 5 0 
Jo Boyden 2 2 1 0 . 5 0 - 1 2 , 0 0 Pa s t o r 2 3 Reserved 9 . 0 0 
W. H a l l y b u r t o n 2 4 9 . 0 0 1 . 0 0 H, Pond' 2 5 4 , 0 0 0 0 0 
Jo Boyden 26 4 , 0 0 0 0 0 

Battorsby 2 7 6 . 0 0 1 . 0 0 
Ho Lowe 2 8 6 ,00 2 . 0 0 
Eo M i l l e r 29 7 , 5 0 3 . 0 0 
Bacon Family 30 Reserved 7 , 5 0 
So MacDonald 3 1 9.00 3 . 5 0 

Nottage 3 2 9 . 0 0 6 . 0 0 
P. Boyden a 'i 1 0 . 9 0 8 . 0 0 
C„ Morse 3 4 Reserved 1 0 . 5 0 
B. Mowry 3 5 1 0 . 5 0 1 0 . 0 0 

Nottage 3 6 1 0 , 5 0 3 . 5 0 
J . Mann ft W. Boyd on 3 7 1 0 , 0 0 4 . 0 0 
H . S t r a t t o n 3 8 10 . 00 7 , 0 0 
No H a l l ao 1 0 . 0 0 3 . 5 0 
A o Page 4 0 1 0 . 0 0 5 . 0 0 
C# 3 . L j I x s 4 1 10 . 00 1 0 . 0 0 
Co Morse 4 2 1 0 . 0 0 3 . 5 0 
Mr3. C. Boyden . 4 3 9.00 2 , 0 0 
L. T i f f a n y 4 4 9.00 0 0 0 
H. Boyden 9 . 0 0 0 0 0 
Ao C l i f f o r d 46 9 . 0 0 
D. ft E. Smith '• 4 7 Reserved 1 0 , 5 0 

Bishop 4 6 Re served 1 0 . 5 0 
J . T i f f a n y 4 9 9.00 Poole 5 0 9.00 1 , 0 0 



Methodist Church, i n South Walpol 
Sale of Pews f o r A p r i l 1 8 6 5 - 6 6 

Henry Boyden # 3 
Luc in s Cook 4 
F.Reaves 8c F » L .Boyden 9 
J u l i e Ao Boydan 6 
Wm. H« Gunnison 7 
Lydia Snow 0 
Kingsley Wilmouth 9 
Thomas Campbell 10 
Jo E. Pond, J r . 1 1 
C. F . Dixon 12 
H. F . B i l l i n g s 13 
H a r r i e t Smith 11} 
Leonard Luce 19 
Thurston Macomber 
J. E. Pond 

16 Thurston Macomber 
J. E. Pond 17 
T. 3. Low e 19 
S. Smith 2 0 
E. S. E l l i s 2 1 
J e r i m l a h Boyden 2 2 
W i H i am Ha 1 1 i bu r t o n 24 
W. Ho Goldsmith 2 5 
Jerimlah Boyden 2 6 
A l f r e d C l i f f o r d C. 1 

Nottage ft Bacon 2 3 
Thomas Poole 2 9 
So MacDonald 31 
Bacon Family 3 0 
Ho T4 Rice 3 2 
Phinehaa Boyd en 33 
0 , Ms mi 34. rs served 
Go H. Pond B9 
Nancy Clark 3 6 
J, 3 , Mowry 3 7 
H. S t r a t t o n 33 
Nelson H a l l 3 9 
H, W. Gillmon (Gillmore?) 4 0 
Warren Shepard 4-1 
Ho L o Boyden 4 2 
J 1 1 a nn ft W. Bo y do n 4 3 
S . S 0 Morse 4-4 
George P u l l e r 4 5 
Harvey E. Fales 4 6 
John Eo Grant 4 9 

--open— 4 7 
—open-- 4 8 

Lewis T i f f any .. 9 0 

M. Smith 18 reserved 





: L i s 
H i s t o r y o f t h e South Walpole Methodist Church. 

The records o f the f i r s t years o f our Churchhave apparently 
long since disappeared hut the e s s e n t i a l s o f those records have 
been preserved i n an H i s t o r i c a l sermon preaohod by Rev. George 
Whitaker September 25,1846 on the 18th anniversary o f the 
d e d i c a t i o n o f t h f s our present Churoh. From t h a t sermon we have 

have gleaned the f a c t s here recorded concerning the e a r l y years o f 
Methodism i n South Walpole. 

preacher from Vermontcame t o ̂  >uth Walpole t o t r a n s a o t some 
business w i t h . ] . .l t: a l e t Smith* Bel q o t a i n o d longer thah he 
expectedhe ted t tat a pro hi.-, s e r v i c e be held on Sunday i n 
Mr. Smith's .-ouao. ..is 3ug, entx .a ŵ , adopted anc those who 
attended the servloe were ao pleased wlVa l t t h a t they asked Mr. 
H a r r i s t o continue preaching servioes on f o l l o w i n g Sundays. 

When l t was learned t h a t Mr. H a r r i s was a Methodist 

considerable ooolness # a i developed^ome o p p o s i t i o n was aroused. 
The meetings continued however and a t one o f them Jacob Smith -a—» 

^asxzj&pax^tltf^ft^ the-4fOv^/wasr 
deeply moved and soundly convertedand from t h a t time h i s h e a r t and 
his substance were consecrated t o God.and he became the c h i e f 
a d v i s e r and o l b r o t h e r H a r r i s . His home was o f t e n tho 
tern orary l a t e r i t i n e r a n t prcac r 

Hi s w i f e P t f i i y C.Smlthwhlle c a r i n g f c i & burner s f a m i l y found 
tofcshare w i t h him i n t h e Lord's work. TK<i.record t e l l s ua 

5^o took her c h i l d r e n t o Churoh when they ere tw., aonths o l d 
to t h e i r honor bo l t s a i d they never made d i s t u r b a n c e . They 

must have been a d i f f e r e n t type t h a n some o f the pBesent day. 
The Sunday meetings were so i n t e r e s t i n g and h e l p f u l t h a t 

I n the f a l l o f 1818 Rev. Benjamin H a r r i s a l o c a l 
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Jacob Smith suggested t h a t week n i g h t prayer meetings be held and 
l a t e r t h a t they have Class meetings a l s o . The preacher Brother 
H a r r i s objected saying t h e people w i l l be f r i g h t e n e d away from 
the s e r v i c e s but Brother Smith s a i d no matter i f l t must be so 
the sooner the b e t t e r . Both these week n i g h t servloes were #9 
successful,so many a t t e n d i n g the Class meeting t h a t two Classes 
were formed Brother H a r r i s i n charge o f one and Brother Smith 
the o t h e r . However th e r e were e v i d e n t l y some people even i n 
those days who watched t h e c l o c k f o r nine o'olook the c l o s i n g 
time f o r Brother Smith was heard t o say more than once " I thank 

nine o'clock 
God t h e r e w i l l be no 9IffffEng*9I3« I n heaven". 

The success a t t e n d i n g these meetings was so great t h a t sfcvea 
s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n developed. The Methodist were s a i d t o have more 
z e a l than knowledge and t h e Pastor was l i k e n e d t o a horse who 
having no food i n h i s own pasture Jumped i n t o another pasture 
hoping t o f i n d some, and the speedy d o w n f a l l o f o f t h e new sect 
was f r e e l y ^ r e d l c t e d . The l i t t l e group seemed t o t h r i v e on 
o p p o s i t i o n ,greater numbers a t t e n d i n g the s e r v i c e s . 

O f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h i s new work was given by t h e 
9 

Methodist denoa .1 „tion l a A p r i l 1810 when Rev. Isaac Jennlson 
then I n charge o f t h e M a n s f i e l d C i r c u i t f o r m a l l y organized t h e 
f i r s t Clc ,s thus making So .ftalpole'a p a r t o f t h o i a n a f i e l d 
C i r c u i t . And t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g note i s added. This was done a t a 
meeting i n the ' Old P o l l y Tavern". That cavern i s the present 
home o f Mrs. C a r r i e Hamilton. This was r e a l l y t h e f o r m a l 
beginning o f our Church. 

This Class consisted o f seven members- P o l l y C.Smith, 
Mary Smith,Polly Page, Merab Smith,Esther Smith and B r o t h e r and 
s i s t e r H a r r i s . Brother Jacob Smith w h i l e unceasing i n h i s labors 

f o r t h e Churchh 



3 
f o r t h e Church f o r some unknown reason never }e&B*A*ftt. heoame a 
member o f i t . 

Twelve people had been converted and d e s i r e d t o be 
baptised by the Pastor Brother H a r r i s but since he was only a l o c a l 
preacher he could not perform t h a t s e r v l o e . A f t e r c o n s l d e r a b l 
e f f o r t esp e c i a l l y on the p a r t o f Brother Smlth.Brother H a r r i s was 

ordained a l o o a l deacon a t the Annual Conference i n 1819. This gav 
gave him a u t h o r i t y t o b a p t i s e people, and the twelve were baptised 
and received i n t o t h e Church. 

I n 1820 So. Walpole became a r e g u l a r preaching appointment 
o f t h e Mansfield C i r c u i t . I t appears t h a t Brother H a r r i s never 
became a C i r c u i t preacher i n t h i a Conference.He l i v e d here and 
continued t o l a b o r here as preacher f o r two more years and then 
moved t o Rhode I s l a n d . 

E l i p h a l e t 
Preaching services held i n t h e home o f Mr. flftSgttaitf^aralth 

were a f t e r a time changed t o an unoccupied house on the s i t e vdu^-idd Ha 

of the residence o f Harvey Boydenln 1864 and then t o B r o t h e r 
I l a r r l s s ' s house on the s i t e I n 1864 o f W i l l i a m Gunnison's house. 
I n 1820 they e held i n the home o f J o s i a h H a l l and i n 1822 
they were hela a l t e r n a t e Sabbaths i n the home o f Brother H a l l and 
Brother Warren s m i t h ' s on Beach St Foxboro and so continued u n t i l 
the e r e c t i o n o f the f i r s t Church.in I 8 3 O . So f o r the f i r s t twelve 
years o f our h i s t o r y s e r v i c e s were held i n the homes o f the people 
u s u a l l y i n u n f i n i s h e d rooms, however the Lord g r e a t l y blessed thos 
meetings and sometimes they continued f o r two or three days. Here 
i s the r e c o r d o f one such prolonged meeting.that i n d i c a t e d both t h 
the z e a l o f the people and the h e s p a t i i A i y h o s p i t a l i t y o f t h e i r 
hosts .At the home o f Brother Warren S m i t h a f t e r a precious meeting 
i n t h e evening whioh continued t o a l a t e hour S i s t e r Smith showed 
the l a d l e s t o t h e i r room saying T i l s i s your room and you can 



pray a l l nig&t I f you wish* Then she showed t h d gentlemen t o t h e i r 
ft»d-sat4-ye» room and s a i d t h i s l a your room and you can pray a l l 
a l l n i g h t i f you wish. And whoever has not enough room here oan 
f i n d p l e n t y * i n t h e horn and you oan pray t h e r e a l l n i g h t i f 
you wish* Some grai n s o f t h a t k i n d o f f e r v o r would not he out 
o f plaoe today.Here i s a f u r t h e r n o t a t i o n . Subsequent p r o s p e r i t y 
has never o b l i t e r a t e d or diminished the many precious memories 
o f those good o l d meetings. 

A f t e r So. Walpole became a p a r t o f the Mansfield C l r o u i t 
which by the way covered an area f o r t y miles long and t h i r t y 
m iles wide i n c l u d i n g over twenty t o w n s , l t was served oy c i r c u i t 
preachers once i n f o u r weeks on a week day a f t e r n o o n . I n 1822 
the c i r c u i t preachers came once i n two weeks and i n 1824 r e g u l a r -
r e g u l a r Sunday preaohing services were h e l d . Two and sometimes 
three preachers t r a v e l l e d t h i s extensive c i r c u i t ,horse back 
or horse and buggy or on f o o t . 

An unusual t h i n g f o r t h a t day was an opt door meeting. 
was 

One held i n a grove near Warren Smith's house. XhQae.Bha.dlaliked 
t h e - M e t h e d i s t s— s a i d 
People came from as f a r away as Boston. Those who d i s l i k e d 
Methodists s a i d t h a t a t t h i s meeting twenty preachers were present 
and they were a l l preaohing a t the same time and a l l t h e Methodists 
were shouting at-th©-»a»e-fci«ae. t o g e t h e r . One woman l i v i n g near by 
said she could not catch her horse i n the pasture 1 m i l l IHP^ 
because the noisy f e l l o w s made such a disturbance.HoneBty compelle 
them t o say t h a t no marked b e n e f i c i a l r e s u l t s came from these 
meetings but they c e r t a i n l y aroused some o p p o s i t i o n . E f f o r t s were 
made by c e r t a i n elements t o break them up. Once a man was pa i d few© 
twenty f i v e cents t o a t t e n d one o f them and t r y t o d i s t r u p t i t by 
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gobbling l i k e a t u r k e y . a t another time a l a r g e gang o f rowdies 
some o f them from t h e best f a m i l i e s i n walpole and one was the 
Town C l e r k , came prep ared t o d i s r u p t t he s e r v i c e but t o quote 
" Satan o f t e n oversteps himself and f r u s t r a t e s h i s own designs 

w i t h 
f o r the rowdy gang stung fey remorse and shame l e f t t he people o f 
God t o t h e i r pious worship* 

The f i r s t r e g u r l a r l y appointed Class leader was Nathan 
H a l l i n 1 8 2 2 * Others f o r e appointed and served a year o r two 
u n t i l 1839 when Caleb s . E l l i s was appointed and served u n t i l 
1863 a p e r i o d o f 24 years* Mr* E l l i s was also a Steward** and 
a Trustee and sometimes j a n i t o r . His whole heart and l i f e was 
wrapped up i n t h e Church. There are s t i l l some l i k e him i n our days 

The f i r s t steward was Josiah H a l l J r . c o n t i n u i n g i n o f f l o e £©-
f o r t h i r t y years.Right here we may say there are now w i t h us two 
Trustees who have served our Church twenty f i v e years v.alter S. 
Mann and Reuben J.Whltoomb. And t h e r e are t h r e e others who f o r 
l e n g t h o f s e r v i c e should be hohored s e r v i n g our Church i n t h e i r 
present o f f l o e s f o r twenty f i v e years- Mrs. Mabel Mann as 
Treasurer Mrs. B.E.Uebb aa o r g a n i s t and Mr. Bruce A.Crocker as 
Superintendent o f our Church School. 

The f i r s t Churoh was erected i n 1830 d u r i n g the 
pas t o r a t e of Rev. Francis Bane.It was b u i l t On land given by 
S i l a s Smith where the parsonage now stands. Father John 
Smith S i l a s smith* s f a t h e r gave t h e standing timbor and on an 
appointed day the men gathered t o cut i t . T h e f i r s t t r e e was cut 
down by the m i n i s t e r Francis Dane and S i l a s Smith and by n i g h t 
enough timber had been c u t f o r the b u i l d i n g o f t h e Church. The 
money de r i v e d from t h e sa l e o f the pews covered a l l expenses. 
V.e are t o l d l t was a projft. day f o r the people when the Church 



was dedicated t o the worship o f Godthe sermon being preached by He 
Rev* Lewis Bates. 

However s i x t e e n years a f t e r i t s e r e c t i o n ̂ a^new-6ht>roh mmm. 

a new Church was needed t o meet the growing needs of t h e community. 
Jeremiah Boyden and A l b e r t E l l i s were ap p o i n t e d a committee t o 

The present l o t was 
r a i s e the money andin a month they had $ 1850.¥filaa-prA»ftat-was 

C&bout h a l f i o f the l o t was l a t e r s o l d f o r the beneflV<j[rf* 
purchased from James" IT.FulTefr foFX~5005iWf J o s i a h HalT~3"r» and \fX^ 

Jeremiah Boyden were appointed a committe t o draw up a p l a n f o r t h 
the Church whloh they d i d . The p l a n o a l l e d f o r a Churoh 5 2 f t . by 
3 6 * f t w i t h a s t e e p l e Qf s u i t a b l e »4&e heightand on September 24 
1846 d u r i n g the p a s t o r a t e o f Rev.D.C.Winslow our present Cunroh 
was dedicated t o the worship o f God,the sermon being d e l i v e r e d by 

litu R o v * Charles Adamd D.D. o f Boston. You w i l l n o t i c e t h a t Just one 
fe^^in^hundred years ago our Church was d e d i c a t e d . 
^ 1 8 4 7 the-ve»tapy-wa»-e»»pieted-tte©-.©* 

During the w i n t e r o f 1849? the v e s t r y was completed the 
e n t i r e cost o f Church and v e s t r y being » 5?©0- % 3 7 0 0 . $ 3375 was p 
paid l e a v i n g a debt o f % 325.Great c r e d i t was given the Ladles A i d 
Society i n p r e p a r i n g and adorning and h e l p i n g i n t h e i t s b u i l d i n g . 
That same o r g a n i z a t i o n under i t s new name the Y; omens Societ y o f 

C h r i s t i a n Warship Servioedeserves high p r a i s e f o r c o n t i n u i n g i n 
s i m l l l a r good w o r k s . I t may s u r p r i s e some t o know t h a t d u r i n g t h i s 
present pastorate from Jan 1939 to Jan 1946 our Viomens Society 
has r a i s e d § 5 5 3 3 * What would t h i s Church or any Church do w i t h o u t 
these e f f i c i e n t V*omens S o c i e t i e s . 

The f i r s t Church B u i l t I n I 8 3 0 was mOved t o land f o r m e r ^ 
Owned by Mr. Harry Whitingand i s s t i l l t h e r e w i t h some changes mad 
i n i t s e x t e r i o r . On the s i t e o f the f i r s t Church the parsonage was 
b u i l t i n 1857 d u r i n g t h e p a s t o r a t e o f Rev. E.S.Bost. Bro t h e r Best 
passed on about twenty years ago a t t h o r i p e age o f 103* The 

e n t i r e ofist o f the land which had been r e t u r n e d t o S i l a s Smith t h -
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when the f i r s t whuroh oeased t o he used and then bought from him 
was $ 1 8 0 0 . I f we cpuld o n l y b u i l d houses f o r t h a t today. I n t h i s 
same year on the death o f Reuben Olapp i t was found he had l e f t t h 
the Church a legacy o f $ 1000 and t h i a w i t h s u b s c r i p t i o n s was used 
t o meet the cost o f the parsonage. 

Here are some l m t e r e s t l n g items concerning those e a r l y 
years.For p r a o t l o a l purposes a sexton i s as necessary f o r a Church 
as a m i n i s t e r . I n the f i r s t years sexton s e r v i c e was g i v e n by Joseph 

6 
Pond and Jason Boyden f o r $ § p er y e a r f u r n i s h i n g wood and o i l and 

• t o , 

causing t h e Church t o be thoroughly cleaned each year. 
I n the new Church Mr. H.W.Gilmore f o r $ 26 a n n u a l l y perform 

the sextons d u t i e s c a l l i n g the people t o worship by t h e r i n g i n g o f 
the bell.The b e l l s t i l l r i n g s f o r t h the same c a l l . One year Lewis 
B u l l a r d acted as sexton f o r the use o f h i s pew. Brother Wiggins t» 
took i t f o r a year a t i * 8 . 5 0 . A nd another year Charles D.Bacon took 
i t f o r $ 27.50. For s e v e r a l years f r e e s e r v i c e was g i v e n by devote 
laymen. 

e a r l y 
Plainness o f dress c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e Methodists• We w i l l Bay 

n o t h i n g on t h a t s u b ject concerning present day Methodists.But i n 
those days the wearing o f g o l d and c o s t l y apparel was tabooed.One 
member o f the e a r l y Church went t o a love f e a s t w i t h some f a t a l fee— 

bows attached t o her bonnet and was refused admission. She 
s u b s t i t u t e d her p ocket handkerohief f o r her bonnet and so gained 
admission. Modern l a d i e s please t a k e n o t i c e t h a t a k e r c h i e f I s not 
a new s t y l e o f head dr e s s . 

The s a l a r i e s o f m i n i s t e r s s t i l l f o l l o w the p a t t e r n o f e a r l y 
days I n t h a t they are s t i l l small though i t must be admitted t h e r 
has been considerable Improvement w i t h room f o r more. Rev. W.R. 
Stone pastor i n 1 8 3 3 - 3 4 r e c e i v e d f o r h i s year o f l a b o r the 
magnificent sum o f $ 1 4 0 . 1 3 . So.Walpole p a i d $ 1 0 3 . 3 6 and M a n s f i e l d 
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the balance. However Brother Stone aaid he found l t Bw££i«ie»t 
more than onoughfor h i a expenses .house r e n t lnoluded and he 
then had a f a m i l y o f f i v e . 

Nothing more i s s a i d about s a l a r i e s u n t i l I864near the end 
o f the C i v i l War when l i v i n g expenses were h i g h a c o n d i t i o n 
t h a t war always seems t o bfc&gg t o pass. I n t h a t year t h e O f f l a i a l 
Board was induced- mark you-indftoed t o r a i s e the s a l a r y o f the 
Pastor t o $ 600 a year and house r e n t . . The money needed t o meet 
the c u r r e n t expenses o f t h e Church was r a i s e d through s u b s c r i p t i o n 
and by e x t r a o r d i n a r y e f f o r t s o f various kinds suoh as levees 
f e s t l v a l s c o l l e c t i o n s e t o . 

The v a r i o u s benevolent causes received a t t e n t i o n 
e s p e c i a l l y missions. The l a r g e s t sum r a i s e d f o r missions was i n 
1809- § 70 .The a r r i v a l o f Rev. Jason Lee w i t h a converted I n d i a n 
c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y toward r a i s i n g t h a t amount. 

records 
No accurate r e p e r t s - o f membership were kept t i l l 1847 

but t h e r e I s a recor d o f 12 members i n 1822,23 I n 1830,60 i n 
1840,80 i n 1846, 61 I n 1850,49 i n i860 and 97 i n 1865 the high 
water mark o f those e a r l y years. 

Our Sunday School was permanently organized August 10 1831 
and thanks t o Brot h e r Crocker our g r e a t l y beloved superintendent 
and a corp o f l o y a l teachers i s s t i l l d oing e f f e c t i v e work. I n 
1865 our School numbered 20 O f f i c e r s and teaohers and 135 s c h o l a r s . 

Slavery and intemperanoe were muoh i n evldenoe i n our country 
and as e a r l y as 1839 the Q u a r t e r l y Conference passed - e t r c s ^ r 
r o s o l u t i o n s s t r o n g l y condemning both these e v i l s the members 

cubL, 

pledging themselves t o do a l l i n t h i e r power t o exterpVfesto them. 
These r e s o l u t i o n s were sent t o Zion'a Herald our Church paper f o r 
publication.rQTavery IB gone but we fltlll have aTrea l b a t t l e t o 



f i g h t w i t h t h a t monster e v i l o f Intemperance. 
Revivals were held under s e v e r a l pastorates hut the great 

3 

r e v i v a l o f those e a r l y days cameln 1854* *«»4»g when ^ev. W.R. 
• * 

Stone«. 
^-was Pastor. I t began I n a prayer meeting c a l l e d e s p e c i a l l y 

t o pray f o r a r e v i v a l . A ' h i s meeting was h e l d I n the Old P o l l y 
Tavernwhere Brother Stone l i v e d . The recor d says t h a t f i v e females 
were present beside Brother stone and h i s family.Other meetings 
f o l l o w e d the I n t e r e s t growing and I n connection w i t h t h e Q u a r t e r l y 

^(jvftMA~c*~ a f o u r day meeting was he l d t h a t was prolonged i n t o a f o r t y day 
meeting. Through t h i s r e v i v a l the membership o f t h e l i t t l e Chruch 
was doubled w i t h good r e s u l t s good r e s u l t s coming to oth e r Churohe 
through the conversion o f some o f t h e i r people. 

During t h i s r e v i v a l two younggn men ,Luman Boyden and 
W i l l a r d Smith were converted and l a t e r entered the Methodist 
m i n i s t r y . 3 o t h these preachers are b u r i e d i n Terraoe H i l l Cemetary. 

Five men were l i c e n s e d as l o c a l preachers ,Luman Boyden 
W i l l a r d Smith,Joseph E.Pond.Abbott E l l i s and O l i v e r F a r r i n g t o n . 
The Q u a r t e r l y Conference renewed the lloenses o f Aaron G u i l d Jesse 

Aa 
L.Wilson and W i l l i a m Richardson .Eight l o c a l preachers i n a Church 
as small as t h i s one was at t h a t time was q u i t e a r e c o r d . There 
are very few i f any churohes i n our Conference today t h a t has as 
many lic e n s e d l o c a l preachers• 

-£»-4842 At the earnest s o l i c i t a t i o n o f the b r e t h r e n i n 
Dedhamand on the reoommendafiiinn o f Luman Boyden thennpreaohlng 
i n Dorchesterwlth which Dedham was connected Joseph E.Pond i n 
1842 became pastor o f t h e Dedham Churoh preaching t h e r e w i t h «u» 
much a c c e p t a b i l i t y and success. Under his m i n i s t r y many souls 
were converted and a houne o f worship b u i l t , *>o t h i s Chui oh has »» 
mage a v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the town o f Dedham. 

I n 1848 a Class meeting was s t a r t e d i n Foxboro but continued 
only a s h o r t t i m e . However I n 1856» when Joseph E.Pond r e t u r n e d 
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from Dedham an ordained m i n i s t e r having been appointed t h e r e 
the Class meeting i n Foxboro was resumed. Under his l e a d e r s h i p 

the Class increased i n numbers so much t h a t l t was decided t o 
form a Methodist Society t h e r e . A h a l l was rente d and a preacher 
from our Conference assigned t o work t h e r e . But when business i n 
Foxboro f a i l e d $he means t o continue our work was cut o f f and 
a f t e r f i v e years o f e f f o r t sensed the uhuroh i n Foxboro was 
di s c o n t i n u e d . 

Here i s a s t r i k i n g testimony 6Wafc-»*s- t o the value 
o f t h i s Church i n our Communlty^S-i* we quote-" For a long p e r i o d 
now the morals o f our Community have been i n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o 

i ^ T / W before our Church was e s t a b l i s h e d here. What they might have be n 
had i t not been f o r t h e earnest C h r i s t i a n e f f o r t s hero put f o r t h 
i t i s imp o s o i b l e t o d e s c r i b e . And t h i s holds t r u e f o r any 
C h r i s t i a n Church anywhere. 

When the C i v i l War broke out t h i r t y f o u r members and a 
adherents o f t h i s Churoh v o l u n t e r e d f o r s e r v l o e . There names are 
i n t h e records Three o f them made t h e supreme s a c r i f i c e . 

69 
For World Sfar number 2-69 men ana 4i»t*d-»»-«us»-$©He*» and one 
woman a r o l i s t e d on our &onor S o i l , 5 1 o f them connected w i t h our 
Church, two o f t h a t number have made the supreme s a c r i f i c e . 
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Now we come t o a p e r i o d o f Bcanty reoords-and I n a number o f cases 
the m i n i s t e r s have l e f t n o , w r i t t e n record o f t h e i r work. Of oourse 
there i s the reoord w r i t t e n I n t h e hearts and l i v o s o f those t o 
whom they mlnistered-and such records w i l l never be e f f a c e d but 
the r e l a l i t t l e h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l I n them f o r a paper l i k e t h i s . 

When Rev. O.W.Adams came here I n 1882 he e v i d e n t l y could not 
f i n d Just as tfe could not f i n d any record a o f Church a o t l v l t l o s 
from 1865 t o 1882 and we f i n d him u r g i n g f u t u r e Pastors t o record 
I n t he Church Record an account o f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . But you know 
m i n i s t e r s are a p e c u l i a r people ana many o f them even a f t e r h i s 
w r i t t e n e x h o r t a t i o n p a i d no a t t e n t i o n t o i t l e a v i n g t h e Btory o f 
t h e i r work unrecorded. Brother Adams t e l l s us t h a t i n h i s day 
many o f the members o f the Church were aged and i n f i r m a number 
of them between 70 and 95 years o f age w h i l e others l i v e d f a r from 
the Church and the working f o r c e was s m a l l . Ho also adds th e r e »*-
was no p u b l i c business t o c a l l I n people o r t o r e t a i n those here. 
A s i m i l i a r r s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s here today so t h e r e i s l i t t l e #!***»© 

ep09i»44y OppOrity f o r growth but s t i l l t j j g g j ^ s reaik need f o r the 
maintenance o f the Church beoause o f the moral and s p i r i t u a l 

b e n e f i t s i t b r i n g s t o those viho are here. I f and when new business 
comes and now homes are b u i l t £hen the Church;well equipped w i l l 
b© ready t o c a r r y on s u c c e s s f u l l y an enlarged m i n i s t r y . 

Rev. Luther Freeman came here as Pastor i n 1806. He gave heed 
t o t h e e x h o r t a t i o n o f Brother Adams and l e f t a r e p o r t o f h i s 
three years m i n i s t r y . He t e l l s us he t r i e d t he method o f two 
preaching s e r v i c e s on Sunday w i t h good r e s u l t s f o l l o w i n g . 
During h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n the a u d i t o r i u m was thoroughly 
renovated being r e p a i n t e d frescoed and Carpeted a t an expense 
o f |*665 and now t o quote ^f^wrh^er ! m a a ^ ^ t g 5 t y.-ja^t 14»aio -
we* have a very t a s t y neat l i t t l e Church. He makes s p e c i a l 
mention o f the f a c t t h a t D a n i e l H.Clapp and h i s w i f e Mrs. 
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Clapp Joined the Church. Both were godly people and a r e a l help 
f i n a n c i a l l y . Brother Clapp doubled a l l net r e c e i p t s thus g i v i n g a 
handsome sum. A successor t o Brother Clapp would bo most welcome 
i n any Church today.. L a t e r on Brother Clapp gave the Church $looo 
the income t o be used f o r the Pastors s a l a r y . . That fund o f $ 1000 
has long since disappeared. Mrs. C a r r i e Hamilton t o l d me t h a t Mr»6 
Clapp advised the Trustees t o i n v e s t i t the Lombard Investmont Co. 
a Company developing some waste land as they were paying good 

d i v i d e n d s . The Trustees n a t u r a l l y : f o l l o w e d h i s advice and l i k e 
some other investments people make the money disappeared. A c l e a r 
h i n t t h a t t r u s t * funds should ne most c a r e f u l l y i n v e s t e d not w i t h 
a view t o the l a r g e s t dividends but t o the s a f e s t . 

Between 1888 and 1912 we have anotherfeiafcwn h i a t u s . There i s 
no record o f Churoh a c t i v i t i e s . I n t h i s p e r i o d came the pastorates 
of n.J.Kelly J.P.West, Francis B r e t t the f i r s t two now r e t i r e d and 
the l a t t e r s t i l l a c t i v e . I n t h i s p e r i o d came the pastorates o f L. 
J.Blrney, new-deeease* who l a t e r was e l e c t e d a Bishop o f our Church 
and Ralph T. F l e w o l l l n g , P roffeasor o f Philosophy I n Umlversity o f 
Southern C a l i f o r n i a . 

When Brother Bellows waB Pastor the Trustees made some 
improvements i n the parsonage,a bath room being ©quipped and a 

and were feh»»wgh-ee; 
new r o o f p ut on the funds needed feeing r a i s e d through s o l i o l t a t l o 

toy 
and thnewgh a lawn p a r t y c a r r i e d t o a s u c c e s s f u l end through t h e 
generous e f f o r t s o f «rs. C a r r i e Ross and Mrs. A l l o e Congdon. 
I n 1913- 1916 Rev. R.E.Soully was Pastor Jin h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h e 
Community was b u i l t but t h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n the Church records /. 
about i t . From oth e r sources we learned t h a t t h o ooat- was A 

During Rev. Guy Vaughn Shedd's pas t o r a t e a now f i n a n c i a l p l a n 
o f p r o p o r t i o n a t e g i v i n g was adopted the weekly pledges being g r e a t l 
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increased . Z l e c t r i o l i g h t s were i n s t a l l e d i n the Parsonage and the 
d i n i n g room and l i v i n g room papered and a new k i t c h e n range p»»v4-
feSSgSi1!^ i n parenthesg* t h e w o r d f l „ 0 l i s h t l y u a ed»for parsonages 

have sometimes been good plaoos f o r second hand f u r n i t u r e t o f i n d 
a r e s t i n g place. Repairs were made on the Church a n d i t was 
redooerated a t a t p t a l cost o f $ 1439• The One hundredth 
Anniversary o f the beginning Gf the Church i n 1818 was f i t t i n g l y 
observed. 

.,e have t o t h a z ^ R e v . G*R.Wolverton $es»-feh©-£4»a-e»ga»-
and those associated w i t h him f o r the f i n e organ they purchased 
at a cost o f 1 9 8 8 . 

I n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f Rev.G.E.Oborn 1925 an additioh^.4^) 
S^*3 rooms was made t o the Community House costln§^450 plus some g 
g i f t s of m a t e r i a l and l a b o r . When Bro.Oborn l e f t here he took up 
educational work and whan t'orld War broke out he was appointed 
Chaplain i n the armed forces on the basis o f his s e r v i c e a3 
Pastor here. A framed c e r t i f i c a t e t o t h a t e f f e c t i s i n the a u d l t o r i 

The cement steps i n f r o n t o f the Church were put i n w h i l e 
i n 1928 

Rev. P.M.Hammond was pasturand the l o v e l y c u r t a i n on the stage 
was bought c o s t i n g over flOO. 

Rev.W.F.Koonsen was Pastor i n 1930 and the One 
Hundredth anniversary o f the d e d i c a t i o n o f the f i r s t Church was 
observed and a service was held i n the o l d Churoh.The doors of 
the o l d Churoh are of i n t e r e s t , t h e upper panel o f each door forming 
a p e r f e c t cross an example o f o l d time a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

I n t h i s same year 1930 we f i n d a v o t e o f thanks was 
given by the u f f i c l a l Board t o nr. George A . M i l l i k e n f o r work 
done on the Churoh c l o o k . He i s s t i l l busy t i n k e r i n g w i t h i t and 
we owe him a whole volume o f thanks not only f o r work on the c l o c k 
f o r h i s constant tl»»«gtet-»Hd-w care o f and work on our p r o p e r t i e s . 
F i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s t r o u b l e d *«Hy several a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s a not 
unusual t h i n g f o r Churches.Rev. V.C. O u t r i g h t r e l i e v e d the »4s>uat4-
s i t u a t i o n i n his day by suggesting a-cut o f twenty f i v e per cent 

i n a l l s a l a r i e s . That must have a p e e k e d come hardship i n 
the Parsonage at l e a s t * 



then H.J .Frame waa Pastor two new record books were bought,one 
f o r r e c o r d i n g Church memberships and one f o r Baptisms and aa* 
Weddings and a c o r r e c t e d membership l i s t waa t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h o 
new book* 

E v i d o n t l y some p l e a s a n t r i e s were not uncommon* Here i s 
what we assume t o bo one* Sir* Harry 7/hiting Chairman o f tho 
P u l p i t Supply Committee r e p o r t e d t h a t Committee was f u n c t i o n i n g 
one hundred percent and suggested t h a t t h e Pastor pay p e n a l t y by 
s i n g i n g s e v e r a l solos i n t h e f u t u r e a t the morning s e r v i c e 
because o f h i s c r i t i c i s m o f sai d committee* 

Finances wore again g i v i n g t r o u b l e when kev* H.E* M#D 
Ilc S a n l o l become Pastor i n 1^37 • Largo numbers o f l o c a l b i l l s wore 
discussed and plan<f made t o r a i s e money t o moot them.Cne p l a n was 
A t u t e r C u r h l v a l s t i l l o f t e n t a l k e d about* I t e v i d e n t l y proved t o 
be not only an h i l a r i o u s a f f a i r but a l s o f i n a n c i a l l y p r o f i t a b l e . 
However I t i s w e l l known t o every m i n i s t e r and should be known t o 
a l l laymen t h a t when a m i n i s t e r needs t o gi v e much o f hie tlcso t o 
finances he doon» not have time f o r o t h e r neooosary v*«4a Church 
work* 

The present Pastor having r e t i r e d i n 1937 found h i m s e l f 
a f t e r a yoar and a h a l f o f r e s t n o t so t i r e d as he thought he was 
so on tho request o f t h i s Church he was appointed by t h e Ihtpfe-
b u p t e r i n t e n d e n t o f the Boston D i s t r i c t as supply Pa s t o r I n 

September 1938* He found tho Church an*-proporty sadly I n need o f 
r e p a i r s and t h o people somewhat dlr.couraged l a r g e l y beoauoe o f 
the f i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e s and t h e r e was some t a l k o f c l o s i n g t h o 
Church. That would have boon a c a l a m i t y . However t h e r e w o r e * — 
some hopefu l soulsand t h e i r hopefulness became contagious and 
w i t h a f i n e s p i r i t of cooperation wo have gone forward t o whatever 
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success has attended our u n i t e d e f f o r t s . 
During the f i r s t year or two po l l y a n a work was 

y&uk<t a l l ( i i n a d d i t i o n a t t e n t i o n centered on seeking now members .Tk4»4y 

T h i r t y e i g h t new members were received and attendance a t morning 
se r v i c e more than double.The t h i r d year and each year sinoeour 
pro s p e c t i v e membership l i s t has been l i m i t e d because o f no growth 
i n our community and not a new home b u i l t . However through the yea 
years we have re c e i v e d seventy one i n t o Churoh membership. Thas i s 
about three f o u r t h s o f the t o t a l membership when t h i s p a s t o r a t e fee-
began . 

Concerning r e p a i r s and improvements. Tie have j u s t f i n i s h e d 
r a i s i n g ovor §lOO^Jmp1rovemont o f the grdunda about the Church 

House 
and some r e p a i r s on t|je Community w i t h others s t i l l t o be done. 
Last year t h e r e was considerable p a i n t i n g and p. apering hanging 

i n the Parsonage iRe4wd44ftd i n c l u d i n g the i n s t a l l i n g o f a new 
gas and o i l stove i n tho k i t c h e n . Please n o t i c e -NEW- not s l i g h t l y 
used * 

A mortgage o f 444© & 1440 which liad been reduced through t h e 
year 

t o § 885 when t h i s p a s t o r a t e began was paid and the mortgage 
burned amid r e j o i c i n g June 24,1945. 

- A»- *i**44 
Last F a l l we* resumed an e a r l i e r e f f o r t t h a t was p a r t i a l l y 

i n t e r r u p t e d by t h e V.arnamely Sunday n i g h t s e r v i c e s once a month 
w i t h good results.W9 expect t o resume then t h e l a s t Sunday n i g h t 
i n October. 

Our denomination put on a campaign c a l l e d Crusade f o r 
C h r i s t l a s t yearseeking t o r a i s e twenty f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r 
work among war s u f f e r e r s aoross the seas and here a t horae.Ae were 
asked t o r a i s e $ 575 and we went over tho t o p t o $ 600.Many o t h e r 
exceeded t h e i r quotas by f a r l a r g e r sums th e f i n a l r e s u l t -for-

being a t o t a l fund o f twenty seven m i l l i o n 
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I n May 1939 th© cion o f our Church had an a t t a c k o f oprlnG f o v o r . 
That u s u a l l y cornea t o l a d l e s o n l y when the roglemo o f t h e home 
In upset ."While a t t e n d i n g a roastfc beef cupper - t h i n k o f l t i * n l oe 
tender j u i c y r o a s t beef prepared and served by the men w i t h no h e l p 
from the l a d i e s one o f tho men having s u r f e i t e d h i m s e l f by l o o k i n g 
down u n t i l h i s p l a t e was cleared o f food , looked up&nd saw t h a t * 
oomo o f tho c e l l i n g p l a s t e r had f a l l e n and more threatened t o f a l l 
and t h a t upward look bore f r u i t as a l l s i n c e r e upward looks should 
and t h i s mans head began t o f i l l up w i t h thought aa f u l l as h i a 

stomach was w i t h food and a f t e r a time hia f u l l n e s s o f t h o u g h t * * 
fexpresacd i t s e l f i n words and •J.J.Laston s l i d out l o u d t h a t he 
would g i v e a l l t h o p l y wood f o r a new c a l l i n g i f the men would 
take down tho remainder o f the o l d c o i l i n g and put up the now. 
" T l r s t ^ f l a t o o m e t M h g ^ o i ^ o c c a s i o n a l l y J i e - t e a O A S p e l l — J L i k o ^ 
t#§*^. Tho Trustees snapped at, t h a t as a hungry t r o u t snaps a t t h e 
b a i t and a f t e r some n i g h t s o f dusty work the o l d *»4 broken 
u n s i g h t l y * p l a s t c r c e i l i n g was down and t h e nev? on© i n place 
l e a v i n g uncovered the Viand hewed beams the f a t h e r s p l l o e d t h e r e fe). 
•ftoono Hundred years ago • we owe Mr. Eaoton a whol© volume o f 
tha-nkh f o r t h a t g i f t f o r i t r e a l l y s t a r t e d something.torl 4g:^^^jag^. 

The Church k i t c h e n along s i d e o f tho v e s t r y was u n s i g h t l y and 
poorly*oquippod but s h o r t l y t h a t was transformed and i s now 
equipped w i t h t h r e e gas rangoa a gas h e a t i n g t a b l e a l a r g e 
c o f f o o and w a l l oloseto f o r dishes and s i l v e r and needed u t o n s i l o a 

'ihon we heard again aud again " I wish soaojihing could be done 

f o r our a u d i t o r i u m " • 
And then i n answer t o t h a t wlsU which had no doubt much 

prayer behind i t the # a s t o r r e c e i v e d a p hone c a l l on Jan 1 

a g a j j i -wgjhoard 0 It-wish s m o t h l c ^ 
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1941 asking him t o c a l l a t t h e home o f l i r e . Francis B i r d and when 
he oame away he was walking on a i r f o r ho had i n h i s pocket a check 
f o r f i v e hundred d o l l a r s given by *>JE0»«*aB Mies Ann G,Blrdfe t o be 
used f o r f i x i n g the a u d i t o r i u m of t h e Churoh. Vie needed Just such 
a generous g i f t t o give us a f r e s h s t a r t pn f u r t h e r g r e a t l y needed 
improvements I f peopjl© who are blessed w i t h large resources o n l y 
knew th© t h r i l l t h a t - m i n i s t e r s and peop l e reoeive from such g i f t s 
I t h i n k telephones might r i n g more o f t e n . Night o r day summer or 
w i n t e r seedtime or harvest t h i s m i n i s t e r stands ready t o respond 
at once t o any much c a l l s f o r there s t i l l remains muoh t h a t could 
be done. 

That generous g i f t o f $500 grew as our dream o f needed 
improvements grew u n t i l l i t became $ 3200 and now we tiacw a f i n e 
o i l heater f o r the Churoh r e p l a c i n g t h e o l d smoky w»84gkt4y 
ws s i g k t l y - f u r n a c e an eye sore ars&& a headache, an Improved 4 4 -

pews i n th© 
l i g h t i n g system i n the vestry,two t o i l e t s , ati& the a u d i t o r i u m 

p alntedand a l l the wood w o r k , i n c l u d i n g th© c e l l i n g , 4h*-£4eop 
0»VeP6^-»4th-i*»©4e«ffl-e?UftPe»-T-efti?]?©t-d9wH-4ke-itie4o 
a r t i s t i c a l l y s t i p p l e d w a l l s < t h e f l o o r covered w i t h l i n o l e u m 
squares carpet down t h aislesand on the p l a t f o r m and. on the 
p l a t f o r m a reading desk and p u l p i t , thus t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e 
au d i t o r i u m i n t o a r e a l sanctuary where the s p i r i t o f worship 
comers on those who enter i t . 

The reopening o f the Church a f t e r r e p a i r s ocoured 
October 19,1941• Dr.L.O.Hartman then E d i t o r o f Zlon'a Herald 
preaching tfc*-a»*»©R i n the morning and Rev. 1711Llam Gunjter 
Supterintondent of the Boston D i s t r i c t I n the evening. 
The t o t a l cost of a l l r e p a i r s and improvements d u r i n g t h e 
present pastorate has been V)c$h3(/\ 
and the money was always i n hand before t h e work was done. 
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L i k e most o f the Pastors who have preceded ue the v i s i b l e r e s u l t s 

o f the work done have been the r e p a i r s and Improvements on Church 
and parsonage. However alongside o f these necessary workothere was 

always going on I n every pasOpate r e p a i r s I n human l i v e s and chafe* 
c h a r a c t e r s - a record found only I n the hearts o f people who by-© 

God' 8 grace have been enriched ah d transformed. 
For 100 years now t h i s Church has stood here I n t h i s l o v e l y 

New England square w i t h i t s f i n g e r p o i n t i n g upward,oalling tho 
a t t e n t i o n o f countless numbers o f people ,to God and heaven and 
high and holy living.May i t stand another lw»-100 years f u l f i l l i n g 
w i t h ever i n c r e a s i n g power i t s e x a l t e d m i n i s t r y t o a l l who come 
w i t h i n i t s range. 

out 
As we launch £efeih t o n i g h t on the second 100 years 

l e t us go f o r t h not w i t h the thought o f hoary age but i n the yewt-
y o u t h f u l s p i r i t o f t h i s hymn 
Lead on 0,King E t e r n a l Lead on 0 King E t e r n a l 
The day of march has come V.e f o l l o w not w i t h f e a r s 
Henceforth i n f i e l d s of conquest F o r gladness breaks l i k e m o r n i k ^ 
Thy t e n t s s h a l l be our home Where* o r t h y faoe appears 
Thro' days o f p r e p a r a t i o n Thy cross i s l i f t e d o'er us 
Thy graoo has made us s t r o n g '.e Journey i n i t s might 
And now 0 King E t e r n a l Do .jaHfenny ln~l*a~7£%gfrt 
ffd l i f t our b a t t l e song. The crown awalto the oonquest 

Lead on, 0 God o f might. 



T H A N K S ! 

Our Leaning 
Steeple Has 
Recovered 

Through the generous contributions of many 
people, our steeple repair project has been suc­
cessfully completed. Our grateful thanks to all 
who helped. 

A dedication service will be held on the church 
grounds Sunday, November 23rd at 11:00 A . M . 

/ f YN> 
Everyone is invited. 

The United Methodist Church 
South Walpole, MA 



IX WALPOLE: — tHLPx-
New Methodist Church Wing Opens 

M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H WING In South Walpole. dedicated 
Sunday, cost $60,000. Parishioners have pledged three fourths 
of the amount, the remainder to come from the district 

Methodist Church headquarters. It includes 11 classrooms and \ 
a nursery. 

DISCUSS O P E N I N G — The new educational wing at Walpole 
Methodist Church is viewed by Waiter E . Wold, left, chairman 
of the church building committee, and the Rev. Henry 
Grayson, pastor. Dedication services were held Sunday. 

S E A T E D IN S T U D Y of new wing is the Rev. Henry T . 
Grayson, pastor of South Walpole Methodist Church. He 
personally undertakes teaching of several of the church 
instruction classes held in the building. 


